















































COL, DeBEERS: 

“6GT. SLAUGHTER 

iS WASHED UP— 

JUST LIKE THE USA” 
Brutus Beefcake 

vs. Ron Bass; 
UNCENSORED — 
AND SENSELESS! 





The Fans’ Astonishing Messa 
To Kevin Von Erich: 

“WE LOVE YOU... 

RETIRE NOW!” 


PRESS CONFERENCE: STING. 
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_ ASPECIALOFFERFORALL 
“HULKAMANIACS" 


THEHULKHOGAN = ys} ner ase FOR 
BACK ISSUE . IST 
SPECTACULAR! 7 








INCLUDED IN THIS 
INCREDIBLE OFFER: 

® July 1982 Inside Wrestling— Twenty 
Minutes That Shook Wrestling: Hulk 
Hogan Takes The AWA Belt!’ | 

) mn 1983 /nside Wrestling—'‘Ventura 
And Patera Awaken A Sleeping Giant: 





Hulk Hogan On A Rampage!’ 
®ve 1984 The Wrestier—‘*|s Hulk 






Hogan Afraid To Be riagdl acl 

Rock Siar Cyndi Lauper Brovght Lou THIS SPECIAL 10-PACK OF 
Albano And Hulk Hogan Together’’ BACK ISSUES BRINGS YOU A 
@ February 1986 The Wrestler—“Hulk CAREER'S WORTH OF 
Hogan's Trust Pays Off: ‘Paul Omdortt Is ACTION AND DRAMA 

Nei abibe trl taihel A HIGHLIGHTING THE SPORT'S 
© Winter 1986 Wrestling Superstars— IL IG) 

“Superstar Dream Match: Hulk Hogan NUMBER-ONE STAR OF 

vs. Ric Flair’’ ALL TIME! 









® Spring 1987 Wrestling Superstars— 
featuring a full-color “Action Gallery” 
centerfold of Hogan career highlights 

® August 1987 Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated—" Giant Killer! Hogan 
Topples Andre At WrestleMania III!" 

® May 1988 Sports Review Wrestling— 
“Special Section; The Andre-Hogan 
Feud—A Pictorial History!” 

@ July 1988 Pro Wrestling Iilustrated— 
“I've Been In A Dreamworld And Andre 
Is My Worst Nightmare!” An exclusive 
“Press Conference” with Hulk Hogan 


Make check payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 





IF PURCHASED SEPARATELY, Please send me ————_—-——— Hulk Hogan 10-Packs. | am 
THESE 10 ACTION-PACKED BACK enclosing $19.95 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) for each 10-Pack I've ordered. 
ISSUES WOULD COST YOU A RARE 

$30.00—BUT NOW, THIS SPECIAL 


HULK HOGAN 10-PACK CAN BE BLE se 2 i NA 
YOURS FOR ONLY $19.95! THAT'S 
A SAVINGS OF OVER 33% OFF 

THE REGULAR BACK 

ISSUE PRICE! 

Sorry: no substitutions of back issues. 


CITY , == STATE ZIP 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $10.00 for each 10-Pack ordered for boat 
mail, and $20.00 for each 10-Pack ordered for air mail, Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Stanley Weston 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT 
Stuart M. Saks 
ADMINISTRATIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
Donnalyn Cricchio 
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Cover by Bill Apter 
Centerfold by Buddy Myers 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated is published 
monthly by T.V. Sports Inc., Box 48, Rock- 
ville Centre, N.Y., 11571. For advertising 
queries: (516) 764-0300. Single copy price: 
$2.25 ($2.95 in Canada, £1.50 in U.K.). We 
are not responsible for the loss or nonreturn 
of unsolicited articles or photographs, which 
will not be returned unless accompanied by 
a self-addressed envelope bearing the proper 
amount of postage. No part of this magazine 
may be reproduced without the written per- 
mission of the publisher. All rights reserved. 
Printed in U.S.A. 
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Andre The Great; A King’s Cockiness; Trouble Brewing 


10 RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 
All the latest news as of press time 


12 FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 
There is no real love among NWA fan favorites 


14 IN FOCUS with Craig Peters 
Ronnie Garvin, a strange view of Honky Tonk, and Ultimate Warrior 


16 NO HOLDS BARRED by Dave Rosenbaum 
Finally, some competition for pay-per-view 's big two 
18 MATT BROCK: LOOKING AT IVAN KOLOFF 
Our veteran reporter examines “The Russian Bear’ 


20 OFF THE TOP ROPE by Eddie Ellner 
Our most controversial colurnnist answers his mail 


22 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The sport's most respected rankings 
24 RATINGS ANALYSIS 
A new number one, plus Florida ratings 


26 COL. DeBEERS: “SGT. SLAUGHTER IS WASHED UP—JUST LIKE THE U.S.A.!" 
The Colonel takes on America’s hero—and the rest of the country! 


30 PRESS CONFERENCE: STING 
The colorful contender speaks out in an exclusive interview 


- 32 LEX-PLOSION! “‘I'LL TAKE FLAIR'S TITLE—AND LEAVE HIM FOR DEAD!" 


Luger's respect for the champion has exploded into sheer hatred 


35 PWICLOSEUP 
An in-depth career biography of Jake Roberts 


36 PWISUPER BONUS CENTERFOLD 
A beautiful full-color portrait of “The Snake”! 


39 HAS HULK HOGAN BECOME RANDY SAVAGE'S BODYGUARD? 
The ex-champion has become an enforcer for the “Macho Man” 


42 MEDIA REVIEW 
Robin Leach looks at the lifestyle of the ‘Million-Dollar Man” 

44 THE FANS’ ASTONISHING MESSAGE TO KEVIN VON ERICH: 
“WE LOVE YOU... RETIRE NOW!” 
His supporters would rather see Kevin retire than suffer 


46 BRUTUS BEEFCAKE VS. RON BASS: UNCENSORED—AND SENSELESS! 
PW/uncovers the violence and madness of this raging feud 


66 ARENA REPORTS 
Match-by-match results from around the wrestling world 


68 WRESTLING ENQUIRER 
Immediate, late-breaking news 


70 THE PW/POLL 
This issue's subject: lvan and Nikita Koloff 
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The Von Ench 
family has long 
been known as 

“The First Family 
Of Professional 
Wrestling.’ Now, 
a deluxe-quality 
videotape and 
collectors’ edition 
hardcover book 


bning all the excitement, 


drama, tragedy, and tn- - 
umph of the Von Enchs - 
into your home! - 


lam enclosing: 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


Sohail ge fap aR: sect h vidi eotat ei 
ofthis Toae: rem 
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sensational 70-minute tape: 

against King Kong Bundy. 

Kevin won the World Class Amencan belt! 
Race. 





THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE'is an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Erich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 
Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Kerry, Kevin, 
Mike, and Fnitz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 
lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 


@ The entire June 1, 1982, Fritz Von Erich no-disqualification retirement match 
® The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Ench-Terry Gordy match in which 
® Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Hariey 


@ The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Ench captured the NWA 
World title from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 


® Highlights of Mike Von Erich's November 24, 1983, debut match against 


* Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 


@ Rare footage of Chris Von Erich; Fritz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six- 
man action featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike's hospital- 


ization from toxic shock syndrome. 


THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM is a magnificent 
history of the entire Von Enrich family in words and pictures. 


" Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam- 


ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, = 
David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of Jack—in ~ 
over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 
zling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
Von Enich personal family scrapbooks (including many 
baby photos and school portraits) and have neverbeen 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed 
hardcover volume measures 82x11] and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


* | PLEASE RUSH ME: 
_| © THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 

(] THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 

”] MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


© $32,95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape I am ordering. 
© $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book I am ordering. 
© $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package 1am ordering. 
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For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape or book ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or book ordered for air- 
mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. Foreign customers: Please be sure your videotape system is NTSC compatible. 
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THE DOOR IS SPINNING | 
Nice job on that December cov- 

er, boys! You guys really hit the && 

nail on the head by virtually pre- 

dicting the demise of that elite 

group of bloodworms known as # 


'The Four Horsemen. 

I loved your article. The Horse- | 
ji men are, and always have been, 
scumbuckets. Your article did a 
| great job summing up their acts of 


vidlence and other atrocities, But 
then you went one further. 
You guys accurately predicted 


that the Horsemen would, as you 


put it, “simply self-destruct.” The 
departure of both Tully Blanchard 


jand Am Anderson is certainly a 


step in that direction. 

Thanks for a great article. I’m 
sure all of us who hate the Horse- 
‘men enjoyed it thoroughly. And 


I'll bet that even those jerks who 


like the Horsemen had to admit 


jafter reading your story that their 


once-solid group is on shaky, 
shaky ground. Thanks again. 
Talbott, TN 


: Il am wniting to condemn your 
December 1988 cover story “The 


BAM BAM’S BIGGEST FAN 

There’s a refreshing change 
brewing on the horizon of wres- 
tling nowadays and I think Bam 
Bam Bigelow is sitting pretty in the 
eye of the storm. 

I'm from Chicago, and yester- 
day, when I was watching the 
NWA on TV here, I saw that 
Bigelow had finally moved to the 
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THE FOUR HORSEMEN’S REVOLVING DOOR- 
WHO'S THE NEXT TO GO? | 
Li a SELF : : 
Four Horsemen’s Revolving 
Door—Who’s The Next To Go?” 
for its obviously slanted tone. This 
article was definitely wnitten by 
someone who was never a big fan 
of the most elite group in the his- 
tory of wrestling, The Four 

Horsemen. 

Now, the Horsemen are no 
more. Sure, your headline was 
proven prophetic, but your article 
stil reeks of bias. Tully Blanchard 
and Am Anderson were great 
champions and great Horsemen. 
Your article scomed the Horse- 
men because they refused to pan- 


NWA, the finest wrestling federa- 
tion around. Bigelow is a wrestler 
with tremendous potential that was 
wasted in the WWF. 

Then, later on in the evening, I 
attended a card of Windy City 
Wrestling. This is one of my favor- 
ite independent promotions. To 
my surprise, Bigelow was there, 
wrestling with Paul E. Dangerously 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


welcomes readers’ comments on 
any of our stories or columns. 
Send your letters to: 


BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


: = 


der to the fans. So what if they are 
tulebreakers? I know of no wres- 
tler who doesn’t break the mules. If} 
you can show me someone who 
never breaks the rules (especially 
in tag teaming), | will eat these 
words, this letter, or an entire is- 
sue of your biased magazine! | 
The only thing about the Horse-j 
men issue 1 would like to compli-| 
ment is the cover. To me, this 1s| 
the ultimate final portrait of the 
Horsemen: Barry Windham, the 
newcomer, surly as ever; Tully 


and Am, viciously contemplating j 


their next move; “Nature Boy” Ric 
Flair, bedecked in his elaborate 
robe; and J.J. Dillion, white hair 
and obvious erudition shining un- 
der the photographer's lights. 
Anyone who dislikes the Horse- | 
men—including the wniter of that 
article—should occasionally glance 


at that portrait and notice its most } 


important facet: there’s gold every- 
where! This was, indeed, an elite 
group. I will surely miss them. 
And when you think about it, even 
those that hated the Horsemen will 
miss them, too. 

ANDI LANOUX 


St. Paul | 


as his manager. From what I 
heard, he had to make good on 
some contractual agreements he 
made with Dangerously. 

Even though he wrestled as a 
rulebreaker, I enjoyed his pres- 
ence immensely. I hope that wres- 
ting Is moving toward the day 
when the big stars are indepen- 
dent of federations and styles. If 


Bam Bam wrestles in the WWF as 
_a fan favorite and then in Chicago 
as a rulebreaker, that’s fine with 
me. 

I think Bam Bam will have qreat 
success in the NWA. He really is 
the Beast From The East! 

LISA KRAUSE 
Chicago, IL 


ANDRE THE GREAT 

I’m writing this letter to tell you 
people about something that both- 
ers me. Every time I watch WWF 
wrestling, Andre the Giant is 
booed. I understand that he is a 
hated wrestler, but how can you 
boo a man who has not been de- 
feated in 24 years? (I don’t count 
the time Hulk Hogan and referee 






ea" 


Andre the Giant grabs Kamala around the throat 
before kicking him, Andy Abrahamson thinks 
Andre is a true legend. 

Joey Marella cheated.) 

He has beaten such men as sev- 
en-time NWA champion Harley 
Race, the sadistic Kamala, the 
powerful King Kong Bundy, “Row- 
dy” Roddy Piper, and even that 
pathetic has-been Hulk Hogan. He 
has been WWF World champion 
(by pinning Hulk Hogan fair and 
square) and destroyed Hogan 
three times in 1980 (twice at Madii- 
son Square Garden and once at 
Shea Stadium). 

I think the people who boo this 
living legend (apologies to Bruno 
Sammartino) must be sick individ- 
uals. You better get used to the 


Giant, because before long, he'll 
be champion of the world again! 
ANDY ABRAHAMSON 

Kenosha, WI 


TO A FOX 

I am wniting in response to Mr. 
Doug Fox of Atlanta who, in the 
December 1988 “Between Falls,” 
characterized Sting as “nothing 
more than a flash-in-the-pan grap- 
pler’ who needs to learn a lot 
more about the sport of wrestling. 
Fox said that Sting “represents the 
young wrestling fans who have no 


a 


— 





sense of history.” 

Granted, I'm only 15 years old, 
but I’m Sting’s number-one fan. 
Fox says that Sting’s fans have no 
sense of history. If that’s true, how 
come every time I go to the 
matches, everyone from age five 
to 75 hoots and hollers for Sting? 
Why? Because Sting is the best 
wrestler these people have ever 
seen! And these are not ‘“‘flash-in- 
the-pan” fans, Mr. Fox. Many of 
them are longtime fans who know 
about Harley Race (your personal 

(Continued on page 50) 


Sting hammers away at NWA World champion Ric Flair, Reader Kevin Berry writes that Sting will 


certainly win a world title of his own someday because he is the best wrestler in the world, an opinion 


shared by thousands of fans. 
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ACTION CARDS™ 
Each of the wrestlers in the NWA edition of the 
Superstar Pro Wrestling Game has his very 
own, personalized Action Card. Each Action Card 
contains computer-generated data based on the 
wrestler’s actual ring performances, and a photo 
of your favorite star. 


No detail is overlooked! Nikita Koloff actually per- 
forms his devastating Russian sickle! Watch out 
for Dr. Death’s Oklahoma stampede! Very few 
escape Barry Windham’s vicious claw! 


#, 


EDITION 


RINGSIDE SEAT 

Now you can have a ringside seat to the most 
exciting NWA wrestling matches of all time! Relive 
the fury of the Clash of the Champions as 
‘‘Nature Boy”’ Ric Flair battles the sensational 
Sting! Pit the ferocious Road Warriors against 
the ‘‘Powers of Pain,’’ Konga the Barbarian and 
War Lord, in an awesome, no-holds-barred tag 
team spectacular! Square off “The American 
Dream’ Dusty Rhodes against “The Game- 
master” Kevin Sullivan in the ultimate good-vs- 
evil battle to the finish!! Actually pit Arn Anderson 
against Tully Blanchard in a battle of the 
Horsemen — and make it a Steel Cage match 
to boot!!! 


TOWER OF DOOM 
Act now and you can be the exclusive promoter of 
the all new Superstar Wrestling Federation 
— featuring the greatest stars of the NWA. 
Only you can sanction Title Defenses and 
Texas Death matches. For added excitement, 
arrange Tag Teams, Battle Royals and even the 
dangerous triple-cage Tower of Doom match 
featured in the Great American Bash! Play the 
matches you've always wanted to see! Promote 
your very own Crockett Cup Tournament and 
Starcade *88 matches! Post your own ratings! 
Crown your own World Champion! 


ALL THE ACTION OF LIVE MATCHES RIGHT IN 


RSTAR 


TLING GAME x 


FEATURING: 


Ric Flair... Dusty Rhodes... 


Midnight Express—Stan Lane and Bobby Eaton... 
Tully Blanchard... Arn Anderson... 

Nikita and Ivan Koloff... Mike Rotunda... 

and the Road Warriors Hawk and Animal!! 


Konga the Barbarian... 
Jimmy Garvin... Kevin Sullivan... 


YOU'RE THE WRESTLER 

You've finally made it to the big time in the NWA! 
The tension is so thick, you can cut it with a 
foreign object! On any given day you can become 
Gorgeous Jimmy Garvin, Dusty Rhodes, 
Ric Flair or some other NWA superstar! At the 
bell, you both roll the dice and absolute mayhem 
breaks loose! You exchange dropkicks and 
forearms with your foe. Suddenly you’re clamped 
in a figure-four leglock. But, instead of submit- 
ting, you break the hold and counter with an explo- 
sion of elbow smashes, followed by a bone- 
crushing powerslam! Excitement like this truly 
radiates from each and every match! Only you can 
decide to go for the pin or to inflict more punish- 
ment because now. . . You’re the wrestler!!! 


~ 


= —- ee eet 


() | can’t wait to jump in the ring! Please rush me the 


sting... Dr. Death Steve Williams... 


Barry Windham... 
Powers of Pain—War Lord and 





OFFICIAL EQUIPMENT 
As soon as your postman delivers the Superstar 
Pro Wrestling Game you'll be ready for NWA 
action. Each game includes: 
® NWA Action Cards™ — complete with photo 
e Texas Death, Steel Cage, and Tower of Doom 
grudge match charts 
¢ Scoring Sheets, Pin Chart, and Rule Booklet 
¢ Official NWA Tournament Sheets 
e Special Results Chart to record who-beat-who 
and how often 
° 2 sets of playing dice 
Don’t delay — order today! No true wrestling fan 
should be without one!!! 
Ages 9-adult. Play solitaire or 2-6 players. 
Superstar is a registered trademark of the S.S.G.C., Inc., 


Box 68, Woodmere, N.Y., 11598. ©1988 S.S.G.C., Inc., 
and Jim Crockett Promotions. 


SUPER STAR GAME CO. INC. 


Box 68, Dept. NWA, Woodmere, NY 11598 


NWA Edition of the Superstar Pro Wrestling Game with 
a 100% money-back guarantee. Enclosed is $15.95 (plus 
$2 shipping and handling). 


Name Age 





Address 





City ets ee so Ee Sine ee ie 


Do you own other Superstar Pro Wrestling Games? Clyes (Cino 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. funds only. PWi2 
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YOUR OWN HOME 





HE CWF HEAVYWEIGHT title, 
vacant since last April, was final- 
ly filled on October 3 when Tom 
Prichard defeated Tony Anthony 
in the final round of the “Road to 
Birmingham” tournament at Boutwell 
Auditorium in Birmingham, Alabama. 
“| am the champion!” Prichard 
howled excitedly while fellow wres- 
tlers congratulated him. “And that 
makes me happy not just for myself, 
but for the fans, too. Now the fans 
have a champion they can be proud 
of. | don't know what | would've done 
if ‘Dirty White Boy’ won the belt.” 





Tom Prichard is the new CWF Renae 
champion after winning the ‘Road to Birming- 
ham" tournament in Alabama. 
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He almost did. The final match of 
this one-night tournament degenerat- 
ed into an all-out brawl when Jerry 
Stubbs ran into the ring and 
knocked out Prichard with a pair of 
brass knuckles. “Nightmare” Dam 
Davis then charged the ring, at- 
tacked Stubbs, and hit Anthony be- 
fore referee Ren Fuller finally re- 
stored order, Then Prichard took con- 
trol. He launched an all-out assault 
that caught Anthony totally off-guard, 
finally scoring the pin at six minutes. 

Prichard had reached the finals by 
defeating Samoan Kokina at 3:26 
in round one, and Stubbs at 4:52 of 
the semifinal following a second- 
round bye. ‘Dirty White Boy” needed 
only 41 seconds to defeat The Bul- 
let in the first round, then used his 
cat-o’-nine-tails to pin Butch Mantel 
in the second round. White Boy re- 
ceived a semifinal bye. 

Eddie Gilbert had boasted he 
would emerge victorious in the tour- 
nament, but left the Continental area 
several days earlier, along with wife 
Missy Hyatt and manager Paul E. 
Dangerously. At press time, Gilbert 
was expected to sign with the NWA. 

Former Intercontinental and U.S. 
champ Rick Steamboat is negotiat- 
ing with NWA officials for a possible 
return. No further details were avail- 
able at press time ... Chavo Guer~ 
rero won the All-Califomia Champi- 
onship Wrestling title from Jack 
Armstrong ... Peter Maivia Jr. 
and Mando Guerrero defeated The 
Lords of Discipline for the ACCW 
tag belts ... Learning The Ropes, 
the syndicated sitcom starring Lyle 
Alzado and featuring stars from the 
NWA, premiered nationally on Octo- 
ber 8. 





With Bill Apter 


Rick “The Dragon” Steamboat may soon be 
returning to the NWA, site of many of his great- 
est matches including several classic NWA title 
bouts against Ric Flair, 


* How long will The Varsity Club 
remain in its present form? Over the 
past few weeks, rumors have circulat- 
ed that Kevin Sullivan is looking 
for new members and has scouted 
and Ron Simmons. Meanwhile, cur- 
rent members Mike Retunde and 
Rick Steiner don’t seem to be get- 
ting along. When Steiner successfully 
defended Rotundo’s TV belt against 
The Halian Stallion, Steiner wasn't 
even allowed to hold the belt. And 
Sullivan and Rotundo have repri- 
manded Steiner several times on 
television. Steiner, on the other hand, 
continues to insist that he can beat 
Rotundo. Here’s a feud just waiting 

to happen. 
And what’s going on with The 
(Continued on page 60) 





SPECIAL GIFT OFFER 


During this holiday season, 
we are offering two great ways to save you money— 
and make your friends or relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 


$5 OFF 
OUR LOW EVERYDAY PRICE!! 


Option 1: Order one subscription to THE WRESTLER at the regular low price of $17. Order a second subscrip- 
tion for $12—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 


Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 
at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of THE WRESTLER! 


[Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 
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from the desk of. . . 
Stuart M. Saks 


Remember a few months back, when The Four Horsemen were at 
their vicious best? Dusty Rhodes came up with what he thought was a 
solution. ‘‘I am forming my own Four Horsemen,” Dusty proclaimed. 

In stating his intentions, Dusty neglected one important factor. He 
made the announcement before he recmuited the three men he 
needed to join his crusade. When questioned about his failed plan, 
‘The American Dream” just shrugs his shoulders and says, “Well, I . 
guess I kind of spoke before I should've. I had a little trouble 
gathenng the forces.” 

You mean, Dusty, that among Sting, Lex Luger, Steve Williams, 
Nikita Koloff, Jimmy Garvin, and The Fantastics, you couldn’t recmuit 
three men for such a worthy cause? 

Rhodes stammers: ‘‘Well, uh, ya know, all the boys kinda had 
commitments at that time. But, uh, I'm sure that if 1 gave them a little 
more notice, uh, they woulda been nght there with me.” 

But they weren't. They each had their own thing to do, their own title 
to shoot for, their own feud to settle. Meeting the Horsemen four on 
four was a splendid idea, they all told Dusty, but the timing was 
wrong. 

sorry, Dust. 

That was it. Here was a man who had lent his life to an ideal, who 
had for years nisked personal injury and forsaken personal glory to 
reach that ideal. The sport of professional wrestling was more 
important than the success of any one man, and he could not live with 
the notion that men like Ric Flair and Barry Windham and Tully 
Blanchard and Am Anderson were using an unfair numbers 
advantage and a total disregard for common decency to control an 
entire federation. 

‘The solution, as he saw it, was to gather the opposing forces and 
battle them on their own terms. But even Dusty, as respected as he is, 
could not accomplish what he assumed would be the easiest part of 
the mission. What Rhodes leamed, and what is becoming clearer and 
clearer as the months pass, is that there is no unity among the fan 
favorites in the NWA. 

simply put, each of the younger generation NWA superstars sees 
himself as the top fan favorite in the termtory. He sees the potential for 
nches and adulation and doesn't want to spread the wealth. 
selfishness, It's the mark of the ‘80s. It's the essence of the yuppie 
mentality. And, despite their lack of Gucci leathers and Armani suits, 
these men are yuppies. 

They're not bad people, not at all. They just have a different set of 


(Continued on page 54) 
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#¢ FUTURE OF 
WRESTLING? 


MEET SPIKE... 


He's a wrestling star of the future. Spike's finisher is the 
Super Destroyer, an awesome power slam from the top of 
the turnbuckle. He promises to use it on fan favorites like 
Wolf and number one ranked Star Warrior. 


Have you always wanted to be a wrestling promoter? Here's 
your big chance! You sign the matches, set up incredible 
tournaments, and rank contenders for the belts. It’s all up to 
you! At your fingertips are 36 wrestling stars, each 
represented by a playing card with an awesome 

drawing on the front. 


The success of the original CHAMPIONS OF THE 
GALAXY game has led to a demand for new wrestlers 
to join the originals. Spike is one of the 
new wrestlers. And if you think Spike looks 
interesting, wait till you see the rest! 
Wrestling’s most exciting and 
realistic game is getting even better. 


“CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY 
» The Future of Wrestling is Here 


Check the box for your order: | I'm not waiting another second! 

a Original Champions of the Galaxy Game. Includes 24 Sidra GABAXY andlor GALAXIAN IN: 
wrestlers, game charts, dice, player descriptions and Meee 
game rules. $9.95 plus $1.55 for postage and handling. Name 
$11.50 total. 


| : 24 Address ____ 
Galaxian Invasion. Second Edition. 12 new wrestlers 


plus new charts. $9.95 plus $1.55 for postage and handl- City/State/Zip 
ing. $11.50 total. NOTE: The original game is needed to play this version. 


Mail check and coupon to: 
Filsinger Games 
P.O. Box 24794 
Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124 


BEST DEAL! Original Champions of the Galaxy and 
Galaxian Invasion (combined). $19.95 total. SAVE $3.05. 


SPECIAL BONUS: Free preview of Invasion II with this coupon. 
Canadian orders, $16.00 and $25.00 Ohio orders, $12.25 and $21.50 Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery 





_ With CRAIG PETERS 


PHOTO CONTEST WINNER REVEALED 


Back in the December 1988 in- 
Sstallment of “In Focus,” | asked 
| readers to identify the mystery 
wrestler headlocking Chavo Guer- 
rero. | thought that a few people 
m™ might be able to get the answer, 
®@ but | never anticipated the flood of 


ae 
cine 


correct answers that arrived soon box, and the winner of a free PW/ 


after that magazine went on sale. 
The answer, as you can tell by 
the accompanying photos, is, of 
course, The Honky Tonk Man. 
The more than 2,000 correct 
answers | received all went into a 


T-shirt—selected at random—is | 
nine-year-old Kimberly Angle of 
Westernport, Maryland. Congratu- | 
lations, Kimberly, and thanks to @ 
everyone who participated in the 
contest. 


‘The Honky Tonk Mar=than Net and now (right) 









HANDS OF STONE, FEET OF CLAY 





So Ronnie Garvin, as_ well 
trained in the sport of boxing as 
he is in the art of professional 
wrestling, ambushes Dusty 
Rhodes with a closed fist, accepts 
a hefty payoff (said to be well into 
six figures) from J.J. Dillon, and 
hightails it out of the NWA in fa- 
| vor of a stint in the AWA (like a 
crafty boxer: stick and move). Be- 
fore you know it, Garvin’s downed 
Greg Gagne for the AWA TV title, 
and the wrestling world is hailing 
a new champion. 

| think it stinks. 

lt stinks because Garvin's mere 
presence in the AWA is the ulti- 
mate degradation of a man who, 
until about six months ago, was 
one of the most honorable individ- 
uals the sport has ever had the 
privilege to host. 
| remember having dinner with 








Fionnie Garvin 


Garvin a few years ago, back 
when Atlanta) meant Georgia 
Championship Wrestling, not a 
battleground for WWF vs. NWA 
once a month in The Omni. Gar- 
vin was Georgia National champi- 
on, and he spoke wistfully of the 
many years he’d spent in the 








sport. Some called him a journey- 
man, and Garvin didn’t get upset 
by the term. He looked to the fu- 
ture, not to the past, and dreamed 
about the NWA World title he de- 
sired so much—a title he would 
ultimately win from Ric Flair and | 
hold for two months in late 1987. 
Ripped apart by post-itle de- 
pressions, Garvin went for the @ 
quick payoff from Dillon—then | 
fled from the NWA before facing 
the consequences of his actions. 
And that was the most cowardly 
act of all. Garvin’s acceptance of | 
Dillon’s payoff is debatable, but 
his fleeing in the face of imminent | 
retribution from Rhodes and his | 
friends in an undeniable act of 
cowardice. | 
I'm afraid that the man with the 
hands of stone has developed a 
spine of jelly. 
























THE WARRIOR-HOGAN CONNECTION 


As the wrestling world contin- 
ues to hail The Ultimate Warrior's 
record-shattering 31-second WWF 
Intercontinental title victory over 


_ The Honky Tonk Man, I'm struck | 


with the fact that the more | see 
Ultimate wrestle, the more | see 
Hulk Hogan. 

Hogan built his worldwide repu- 
tation on pure charisma and the 
forceful execution of a few key 
wrestling maneuvers: the legdrop 
and the clothesline. It didn’t mat- 


ter—not to legions of Hulkamani- 


acs, anyway—that Hogan could 
| barely execute a spinning toehold 
if he wanted, or that he probably 
didn’t even Know what a double- 
underhook suplex was. Hogan 


was Hogan, and that was all that | 


mattered. Muscle, drive, forceful- 
ness, enthusiasm—those are the 
bricks in the foundation of Ho- 
gan’s legend. 

Ultimate Warrior! has studied 





The Ultimate Warrior 


that legend well. He’s as one-di- 
mensional a wrestler as Hogan is, 
favoring muscle, clotheslines, and 
a big splash in place of the 
legdrop. Ultimate's best move is 
the same as Hogan's: his ring en- 
trance. It is undeniably electric. 
Like Hogan, Warrior strikes a fear- 
some physical presence in the 
ring. 

Indeed, the Warrior may be just 
the first of an entire new genera- 
tion of grapplers, a portent of 
massively muscular things to 
come. He has studied the Hogan @ 
legend, and adopted _ entire 
chunks of it to his own ring pres- 
ence and style. Thus far it’s been 
successful. But there’s one impor- 
tant question left to be answered: 

Will fans accept Ultimate’s one- 
dimensionality wholesale, or will 
they tire of this second coming of 
Hogan as quickly as the Warrior 
rose to the I-C throne? Bi) 
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on the line at SuperClash II], the j 


AWA World champion Jerry Lawler and World Class champion Kerry Von Erich agree to put their respective titles 
oint AWA-World Class-CWA pay-per-view event scheduled for December 13 in 


Chicago. AWA head Stanley Blackburn presides over the signing. 


UST FOR GOOD measure, 

there should have been two 
empty chairs on hand when 
SuperClash Ill was announced on 
the AWA’'s ESPN program in ear- 
ly October, but the implication 
was obvious enough. To use a 
1988 presidential campaign 
theme: When __ representatives 
from the AWA, World Class, 
CWA, and POWW got together 
16 


for the big announcement, where 
were Jim and Vince? 

Despite the absence of WWF 
and NWA talent, however, 
SuperClash Ill, scheduled for De- 
cember 13 at the UIC Pavillion in 
Chicago, figures to be one of the 
most interesting wrestling events of 
the year for several reasons: 

@\t will mark the first time so 
many federations put their re 





sources together for one big show. 
@AWA World champion Jerry 
Lawler will battle World Class 
champ Kerry Von Erich in a title- 
unification showdown where there 

must be a winner. 
®\|t should be interesting to see 
whether the event can be suc- 
cessful; this will be the first time 
anybody besides the WWF or 
(Continued on page 56) 





SPECIAL GIFT OFFER 


During this holiday season, 
we are offering two great ways to save you money—and make your friends or 
relatives (or yourself!) very happy! 


$5 OFF 
OUR LOW EVERYDAY PRICE!! 


Option 1: Order one subscription to INSIDE WRESTLING at the regular low price of $17. Order a second sub- 
scription for $12—a savings of FIVE DOLLARS! 


Option 2: Order one subscription for yourself at our regular low price, then extend your subscription a second year 
at the FIVE DOLLAR discount. You'll receive 24 issues of INSIDE WRESTLING! 


[Note to current subscribers: You can take advantage of this offer, too. 
If you want to extend your current subscriptions, just indicate so on the coupon.] 
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Ivan Koloff has the advantage on his nephew Nikita Koloff during a 
chain match. Matt Brock hopes more people will see Ivan’s good side 
now that “The Russian Bear’’ is teaming with Nikita. 
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HF YOU TURN to page 70 in this issue, you'll see a 
H rare example of fan prejudice. This month’s “PW Poll” 
features reaction to the re-unification of Ivan and Nikita 
Koloft. While a whopping 77 percent of those polled 
believed that Ivan could trust Nikita, 68 percent said that 
Nikita could not trust Ivan. Sounds like the old double- 
standard to me. 

I've known Ivan Koloff for decades. [ve been to his 
home. I’ve watched how fans deride him for the simple 
reason that he’s a Soviet citizen. It was easy for his 
nephew Nikita to win the fans’ support: All he had to do 
was reject the Soviet way of life. 

But Ivan didn’t want to give up the only life he’d ever 
known just to be a fan favorite. His integrity, and his 
genuine love for Mother Russia, prevented him from 
doing that. 

“Love for Mother Russia?” some may scoff. “How can 
he love such a terrible place?” Arrogance may not have 
always been a comerstone of the American way of life, 
but it’s starting to get there. Russia's no worse a place 
than New Jersey! 

I was pounding the journalistic typewriter during one of 
the darkest periods in U.S.-Soviet relations. The “Cold 
War” it was called, and regardless of the strides both 
countries have made toward normalization, hostile winds 
stil blow between our two countries. And Americans 
think that life in Russia is the most depressing thing 
imaginable. 

You know what? The people over there think the same 
about us. 

That’s why it’s always bothered me when people reject- 
ed Ivan simply because he was from the Soviet Union. 
Just because that country is an ideological adversary of 
ours doesn’t mean for one second that its people deserve 





our scom. 

Like I said, I've been to Moscow. I spent two of the 
most uncomfortable weeks in my entire life there. The 
food is cold, the beverages are warm, and the humidity is 
unbearable. People stand on line for everything from 
cucumbers to vodka. Now, I've had to wait a few minutes 
for my favorite bar stool on a busy Friday night, but 
lining up for cucumbers is something I simply will not do. 

No question, life is hard in the Soviet Union. There are 
none of the conveniences we've come to take for granted. 
No air conditioning, no cable television, no abundance of 
fresh food. Yet, through it all, the human spirit triumphs. 
These people are not any kind of huddled gray mass— 
they're people, just like you and me, with noble spirit, 
great wit, intense passions, and genuine affection. 

Ivan Koloff is a prime example of uncrushable human 
spirit. Sure, a lot of people never see anything but the 
“Cold War’ side of Ivan. I wish they'd dig deeper. Ivan 
Koloff has a heart, he just hides it because he doesn’t 
want to appear weak. 

Perhaps this column will help illuminate things. I re- 
member once leaving Madison Square Garden with Ivan 
after a characteristically brutal match. As we left, the fans 
who recognized “The Russian Bear’ immediately began 
throwing programs and other debris at him. The trash 
bounced off Ivan, his face emotionless, hardened by years 
of such treatment. 

As we got farther from the Garden, the number of 
pedestrians who recognized the mat warrior decreased. By 
the time we arrived at his hotel (some 40 blocks from the 
Garden), Ivan was just like any tourist in New York. 

Suddenly, two cars collided in front of the hotel. There 
were minor injuries to the drivers, but a young child had 
become pinned between the two cars. 








Ivan and Nikita double-team Robert Gibson during their days as NWA 
World tag team champions. Brock thinks that Ivan should not be 
condemned solely because he is a native of the Soviet Union. 


Seeing that the child was seriously wounded, Ivan 
rushed to curbside to lend assistance. He was the first 
man to offer help. First, summoning strength I had not 
believed possible, Ivan pushed aside one of the cars. Then 
he scooped up the child, asked an onlooker where the 
nearest hospital was, and took off. 

The next time I saw Ivan, he was again being berated 
by fans. He treated them coldly, but J saw him differently. 

I knew that even “The Russian Bear,” one of the most 
hated wrestlers of all time, has a heart as big as his 
homeland. O 
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BY EDDIE ELLNER 






[Editor’s note: The opinions expressed 
in this column are those of the letter 
writers and Eddie Eliner himself. They 
do not necessarily represent the editori- 
al views of this magazine.] 


HE WINNING ENTRY to the 

# greatest moment in wrestling his- 
tory contest, conducted in my Inside 
Wrestling “‘Insider’’ column, was sub- 
mitted by Romeyn E. Tobin. It de- 
scribed the match in which Superstar 
Graham defeated Bruno Sammartino. 
Graham’s ascension to the WWF 
throne, according to Romeyn, set into 
motion the era of the champion as 
muscleman and showman, an era from 
which we’ve yet to recover. The point, 
however, is not about Romeyn’s entry 
(which failed to include an address), 
it’s about participation. The contest 
proved conclusively the literacy of this 
column's readership. Have you people 
been going to night school? It was a 
pleasure reading each entry, even the 
one that claimed wrestling’s greatest 
moment occurred when Robert Gibson 
and Rick Morton decided to unite as a 
fag team. 

3) 

The torch has been passed. . . or is it 
the maple syrup? Dustin Rhodes, mis- 
begotten offspring of Dusty Rhodes, 
made his pro wrestling debut last 
month in Tampa. Having not seen the 
match, I must resist the overwhelming 
femptation to comment upon it. I will 
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send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 





say this: If Dustin is half the man his 
father is, he should go on a diet. 
To the mails! 


Dear Mr. Ellner, 

Terry Taylor’s move to the WWF is 
the worst mistake of his career. 
Though he is a fine wrestler, he lacks 
the skill to unseat Randy Savage. Also, 
with rulebreaking Intercontinental and 
tag team champions, there is little 
chance of him winning any titles. | 


If you wish to contribute to Eliner’s mailbag, 
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Terry Taylor may be a better wrestler than Sam Houston, but I still have a lot of questions about his 
character. Taylor could become a great one, but he could also slip into the mediocrity that has 
victimized more talented men. 


would suggest a move back to the 
World Class area, or perhaps the 
AWA, where he would have a better 
chance of beating Kerry Von Erich or 
Jerry Lawler. 
THOMAS WANDER 
Warren, OH 
Dear Tommy, 

I would suggest Taylor move to P.S. 
#5, my old elementary school in 
Cedarhurst, New York. There Taylor 

(Continued on page 58) 
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we are offering two great ways to save you money— 
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TAG TEAMS 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


NWA NWA Wedd tort ‘oan champlons 


ora Leah 585 pounds 
WWF World tag team champions 


THE ROAD WARRIORS | 
No. 1 Nort contondore: NV NWA t bet team title 
PAT TANAKA &P PAUL DIAMOND 


‘Combined we 
AWA Worid ete team champions 


& THE FA FANTASTICS 


No. 1 contenders: U.S. tag team tite 
Lorene ipa 


fi 461 
Netcod team title 


Ties HART FOUNDATION 


= 515 bien 
Gitcas & RAYMOND ROUGEAU 


tag team title 


ine SAMOAN SWAT TEAM 
Combined 


weight: 510 pounds 
World Class and Texas tag team champions 


THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL RPMs 
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PA Wr AWA WORLD CLASS 
World Champion: World World Champion: World Class 
RIC FLAIR RANDY SAVAGE JERRY LAWLER KERRY VON ERIC 
243, Minneapolis, MN 245, Sarasota, FL 234, Memphis, TN 260, Denton, TX 
1—BARRY WINDHAM 1—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 1—RONNIE GARVIN 1—ICEMAN PARSONS 
263, Sweetwater, TX 280, Queens, NY 231, Montreal, Quebec 245, St. Louis, MO 
2—LEX LUGER 2—ANDRE THE GIANT 2—KERRY VON ERICH 2—JERRY LAWLER 
268, Chicago, IL 497, Grenoble, France 260, Denton, TX 234, Memphis, TN 
3—STING 3—HULK HOGAN 3—GREG GAGNE 3—KAMALA 
260, Venice Beach, CA 302, Venice Beach, CA 220, Robbinsdale, MN 360, Uganda 
4—DUSTY RHODES 4—TED DIBIASE 4—WAHOO McDANIEL 4—ERIC EMBRY 
302, Austin, TX 247, Omaha, NB 280, Midland, TX 225, Lexington, KY 
5—STEVE WILLIAMS 5—BAD NEWS BROWN 5—MANNY FERNANDEZ 5—BUDDY ROBERTS 
265, Norman, OK 280, New York, NY 245, El Paso, TX 247, Del City, OK 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 6—KING HAKU 6—COL. DeBEERS 6—MICHAEL HAYES 
275, Moscow, Russia 274, Tonga 248, Cape Town, South Africa 255, Marietta, GA 
7—MIKE ROTUNDO 7—THE HONKY TONK MAN 7—SGT. SLAUGHTER 7—TERRY GORDY 
245, Syracuse, NY 255, Memphis, TN 310, Parris Island, SC 289, Chattanooga, TN 
8—RICK STEINER 8—JAKE ROBERTS 8—SOLDAT USTINOV 8—STEVEN CASEY 
248, Detroit, MI 246, Stone Mountain, GA 265, Moscow, Russia 230, San Antonio, TX 
9—AL PEREZ 9—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 9—MANDO GUERRERO 9—KENDALL WINDHAM 
238, Tampa, FL 273, San Francisco, CA 225, Mexico City, Mexico 220, Sweetwater, TX 
10—RON SIMMONS 10—RICK RUDE 10—TEUHO KHAN 10—STEVE COX 
260, Perry, GA 246, Robbinsdale, MN 265, Singapore 240, Portsmouth, VA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 





Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 


each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 


to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain utleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. 


MOST POPULAR 


TRA RANDY Sava 
Last month: No.2 Most Popular 


10—BEEF WELLINGTON 
225, Lloydmaster, Alberta 





"MOST HATED 


oe THE GIANT 


RIC FLAIR 
Gn 243, Minneapolis, MN 
Last 





Last month: No. 1 Most Popular month: No, 2 Most Hated 
STING TED DiBIASE 
260, Venice Beach, CA 247, Omaha, NB 
Last month: No. 3 Most Popular t month: No. 4 Most Hated 
LEX LUGER GBARRY WINDHAM 
268, la il Sweetwater, 
: No. 4 Most Popular Last month: No. 3h Most Hated 
DUSTY RHODES RICK RUDE 
302, Austin, TX 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
t month: No. 6 Most Popular Last month: No. 5 Most Hated , 
GE ULTIMATE WARRIOR OF en HONKY TONK MAN 
260, Queens, NY’ is, TN 
Last month: No. 7 Most Popular “No. 7 Most Hated 
7 BACKSAW DUGGAN 7 TOMMY RICH 
Glens Falls, NY 248, Hendersonville, TN 
Last month: No. 5 Most Popular Last month: unrated 
JERRY LAWLER KEVIN SULLIVAN» 
234, Memphis, TN 252, Boston, MA 
month: No. 8 Most Popular t month: No, 8 Most Hated 
JAKE ROBERTS RON BASS | 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 285, Pampa, 
Last month: No. 9 Most Popular month: No. 9 Most Hated 
1 RERRY VON ERICH 1 RONNIE GARVIN 
fon, TX 231, Montreal, Quebec 
cast : No, 10 Most Popular Last month: unrated 
STAMPEDE CWA 
North American Chi CWA : 
MAKHAN SINGH PHIL HICKERSON 
380, Saginaw, MI 257, Jackson, TN 
1—JOHNNY SMITH 1—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
235, Manchester, England 225, Winter Haven, FL 
2—STEVE DiSALVO 2—JEFF JARRETT 
298, Boston, MA 200, Hendersonville, TN 
3—BRUCE HART 3—TOMMY RICH 
211, Calgary, Alberta 248, Hendersonville, TN 
4—CHRIS BENOIT 4—ROBERT FULLER 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 238, Dyresburg, TN 
5—LANCE IDOL 5—JIMMY VALIANT 
225, Hollywood, CA 251, New York, NY 
6—STEVE BLACKMAN 6—GARY YOUNG 
250, Pittsburgh, PA 240, Houston, TX 
7—VULKAN SINGH 7—BILL DUNDEE 
300, Billings, MT 214, Melbourne, AUS 
§8—GAMA SINGH 8—JIMMY GOLDEN 
220, Karachi, Pakistan 235, Montgomery, AL 
9—JERRY MORROW 9—BUDDY LANDELL 
235, Martinique 236, Los Angeles, CA 


10—SCOTT STEINER 


235, Detroit, MI 


2—JERRY STUBBS 


9—RON FULLER 
10—TIM HORNER 


For period ended October 7, 1988 





mum of 100 points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES | 

T—RUIC FLAIR aivsssessocsssscsssconecenersscscnessnscevers tO POURS 
2—RANDY SAVAGE wicscccocsssscseersescssessecesseee 3 POUTES 
S—JERRY LAWLER oicsssssscsssssvesseveressssesersenes44 DOMES 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE ROAD WARRIORS ....:sscsssserseene 80 POUts 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON ...73 points 
S3—DEMOLITION ...sesesesssssssssrscssseeesressereneeOd PORTS 
4—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS... 69 Points 
S—THE FANTASTICS vscccsssnsessssrsessresersneenees 4a POuUTts 


CONTINENTAL FLORIDA 
Continental Champion: FCW Champion: 
TOM PRICHARD DICK SLATER 
220, Houston, TX 235, Tampa, FL 
1—TONY ANTHONY 1—JOHNNY ACE 


250, San Bernadino, CA 
2—THE TERMINATOR 
260, parts unknown 


235, Bucksnorth, TN 


242, Pensacola, FL 


3—WILLIE B. HERT 3—SCOTTY THE BODY 

238, El Paso, TX 235, Palm Beach, FL 
4—AUSTIN IDOL 4—MIKE GRAHAM 

240, Las Vegas, NV 221, Tampa, FL 
5—LORD HUMONGOUS 5—STEVE KEIRN 

325, parts unknown 238, Tampa, FL 
6—KEN WAYNE 6—MARK STARR 

208, Memphis, TN 232, Tampa, FL 
7—DAN DAVIS 7—THE BLADE 

238, Nashville, TN 231, Tampa, FL 
8—THE BULLET 8—THE ROCK 

234, parts unknown 248, Tampa, FL 


9—JIM BACKLUND 
221, Plant City, FL 
10—DUSTIN RHODES 
240, Austin, TX 


238, Dyresburg, TN 


235, Morristown, TN 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 





Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 135 wrestlers in 12 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
pespected-—remnae system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


A new number one! Because of their September 10 
victory over Tully Blanchard and Arn Anderson for the 
NWA World tag team title, The Midnight Express has taken 


} over the top spot in our tag team ratings. Tully and Arn 


signed a contract with the WWF shortly after losing the 
belts and were not scheduled to wrestle again until the 


} end of the ratings period; thus, they were dropped from 


the ratings. But don’t be surprised to see them return 
shortly.. Now known as “The Brainbusters’” and manged 
by Bobby Heenan, Tully and Arn figure to make a big 
impact on the WWF, 

; . WWF World tag team 
champions Demolition _ re- 
™ main at number two be 
's cause the ratings committee 
== felt they have not shown the 
| dominance and_ all-around 
ability necessary to be num- 
‘a ber one. They win most of 
Demolition their matches because of 
manager Mr. Fuji’s outside interference and other illegal 
methods. 





We messed up! And hopefully, it’s not too late to atone 
for our mistake. In the December 1988 issue of Pro 
Wresting Iilustrated, we analyzed the “Most Popular” rat- 
ings and promised to analyze the “Most Hated” ratings in 
the January issue. 

Well, we goofed. Instead, we listed your silly ratings. 
But better late than never. Here’s the long-awaited analy- 
sis of the “Most Hated” ratings. 

Andre the Giant, one of the most popular men in the 
sport just a few years ago, is easily the most hated now. 
Since 1987, Andre has feuded with some of the most 
beloved men in the WWF: Hulk Hogan, Randy Savage, and 


| Hacksaw Duggan. And his recent attacks on Savage's man- 


| top challenger? ... 


ager Elizabeth have further enraged the fans. 

Ric Flair, the NWA World champion who saves his belt 
through disqualifications and the outside interfence of J.J. 
Dillon, has lost all respect in the eyes of the fans. When 
was the last time he scored a clean pinfall victory over a 
After watching Ted DiBiase’s treatment 


of host Robin Leach on Lifestyles Of The Rich And Fam- 
| ous, the fans probably hate “The Million-Dollar Man” 


even more. His callous treatment of other people and the 
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way he flaunts his wealth are positively evil ... U.S. 
champion Barry Windham dumped partner Lex Luger and 
joined The Four Horsemen. He uses devious means to win 
his matches and has taken on a new arrogance. The fans 
may never forgive him. | 

Rick Rude is also incredibly arro- 
gant and egotistical, but his treat- 
| ment of Cheryl Roberts, wife of 
| Jake Roberts, earned him a spot on 
the “Most Hated” list. Is there a 
more vulgar man in wrestling? ... 
The Honky Tonk Man wants to be 
loved, He wants the fans to enjoy 
his music and wrestling. After all, 
_ he thanks the fans for their sup- J 

_— at Ss port every match. Nonetheless, 
Rick Rude | they hate him for his devious tac- } 
tics and several behind-the-back attacks on Savage and | 
The Ultimate Warrior ... Frustrated by his inability to win | 
a world title, Tommy Rich has changed his ways once — 
again. The fans now know they can never trust this once- 
popular star. 

The Precious incident earlier in the year might have | 
made Kevin Sullivan a permanent entry on this list... Ron 
Bass attacked Brutus Beefcake on several occasions; now 
the fans are thirsting for revenge ... Ronnie Garvin has } 
certainly changed his ways since last year, when he was 
NWA World champion for two months. The money- 
hungry Garvin has turned his back on the fans and the 
rules of wrestling. 





It’s The Sunshine State! Land of great citrus fruit, Walt 
Disney World, and some of the most exciting wrestling in J 
the country with Florida Championship Wrestling. FCW 
takes center stage in the revolving ratings this month, 
boasting seven Florida natives in its top 10: FCW champi- § 
on Dick Slater, Mike Graham, Steve Keirn, Mark Starr, The 
Blade, The Rock, and Jim Backlund. This relatively new § 
federation also features Dustin Rhodes, son of “The Ameri- 
can Dream” Dusty Rhodes. 


That’s all, folks! But keep those cards and letters com- 
ing. The address for mail is: “Ratings Analysis," do Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated; Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY; 
11571, a 


MICHAEL HAYES AND 


hapa FREEGI 


SHOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE BADDEST OF THE BAD & 
= Za MEANEST OF THE MEAN WITH THIS GREAT GEAR! 


ae te. only one true way to show where youre al when it comes to wrestling .. . that’s to 
tell the world who you support! If you're behind Michael “PS” Hayes or The Fabulous 

Freebirds, the place to get their official gear is right here! So get crackin . 
stuff is in Limited Edition. When it's gone thats it! 





4. MICHAEL HAYES 6. ORIGINAL 11. FREEBIRD COLOR 
“OFF THE STREETS” BADSTREET U.S.A. PHOTOS! 

T-SHIRT SWEATSHIRT Pick your Favorite Bird 
Explosive 5-Color 7 in. Dia Heavy duty, Solid Regd Michael, Bam Bam or 
Full Chest Logo on Great Sweatshirt with Black Bad- Buddy. Autographed 
Shit S.ML&XL 44.95 street Logo. 5, M.L & XL 8 » 10 Color. Also ail Three 


2. TERRY “BAM BAM” 


GORDY BAD TO THE 7. BADSTREET GYM- | 
BONE T-SHIRT WORKOUT SHIRT 12. BADSTREET U.S.A. 


Freebird "Bom Bam Gordy The official Bird Workout 
hits the street with his own ‘Shirt DeepcutHeavy-Duty 9-95 


Bad “T" §,M,L& XL 44.95 M, b & XL 43.95 

43. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
3. FABULOUS 8. BADSTREET U.S.A. STURDY KEY CHAIN 
FREEBIRD T-SHIRT OVERSIZED NIGHT WITH FOB: 4.95 


IS HERE! SHIRT ... NEW! 


Michoel, Bom Bam & Bucicly sleep on Bodstreet in this 44. BADSTREET U.S.A. 
Jack debut their official comfortable nigh! shirt & MICHAEL HAYES 


TS MERKLE 4495 Pe OM 95 BUTTONS SET OF 
! FOUR: 4.95 
wonirad REETU.SA. 9. BADSTREET USA 
i ASH SINGLE. 45. MICHAEL HAYES 
Killer Block Shirt with Blood- ) AneT | 
Red ociiee! Logo. wiwegyfauen ever. BADSTREET POSTER 
.M, 44.95 — RealCollectorsitemi 995 17° * 22": 2.95 
BIRD SWEAT. | PER STICKER: 2.95 
Killer Freebird Logo on this Adjustable Cap in durable Li 
heavy-duty Sweatshirt. It's matenci with Red Logo on NO Cc O D 


jough'S.M.L& XL 49.95 block One size fits olL7 95 





BRAND NEW STUFF! 








ty 47. MICHAEL HAYES & THE 

BADSTREET BAND'S FIRST 
ALBUM! “OFF THE STREETS” 
40 NEW KILLER SONGS 
Including “Bodsireet”, Album aiso 
has limited edition full Color 
Glossy Poster of Michael 
“Exposed ond lyrics 
to all songs! 9.95 


sf 48.‘OFF THE STREETS" CASSETTE 


Great Sounding. High-Bias 
Chrome Tape with 14 Songs (one 
more than LP] Includes Specicl 
Phoio of the Bodstreel Band ond 
the Fob. heebirds 

Greot for the car 9.95 


wr 19. JOIN FREEBIRD MICHAEL 
HAYES OFFICIAL FAN CLUB! 


Get Autographed Color Photo of 
Michael, Stickers, Bodstree! and 
Hoyes Buttons. 4 Newsletters. Real 
Freebird Story. Official Membership 

Cord. Contests and more! 46.95 


wv 20. BADSTREET U.S.A. “SATIN” 
WORLD TOUR JACKET! 
Jet Black Satin Touring Jockel with 
Biood-Red Badstree!l Logo as wom 
by Ihe Fob. Preebirds. “Word Tour 
68-89 on Bock 
Limited Edition! 69.95 


49.95 Birds in Group shot Eoch 
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COL. DeBEERS: * 





ELCOME BACK TO the Unit- 

ed States, Col. DeBeers. Are 
you happy to return to the land of the 
free, Colonel? 

“How could I possibly be happy to 
be back in a polluted, decadent coun- 
try populated by ignorant, downtrod- 
den people?’’ spit DeBeers. 

What did you think of the presiden- 
tial election, Colonel? 

“Bush and Dukakis were perfect 
candidates for the highest office in this 
lowly nation,’’ claimed DeBeers. ‘Both 
are lying despots, and lying is the lead- 
ing form of expression in this God- 
forsaken country.” 

Why did you attack Set. Slaughter, 
Colonel? 

“Set. Slaughter is the perfect symbol 
of everything that is wrong about 
America,” said DeBeers. ‘Slaughter 
and the U.S. used to be world powers, 
but now Slaughter is all washed up— 
just like the infernal nation whose vir- 
tues he misguidedly extolls!”’ 

After an absence of more than a 
year, the controversial Col, DeBeers 
has returned to the AWA—but so has 
Set. Slaughter. If any one man could 
bring out the best in a man like 
Slaughter—who claims to bleed red, 
white, and blue—it would have to be 
this outspoken South African. But 
DeBeers has yet to give Slaughter a 
chance to prove his talents face-to-face. 

‘There’s not enough room for both 
of us in the AWA,” complained 
Slaughter, still nursing severe neck and 
back injuries suffered at the hands of 
the mercenary. “If it takes the last 
breath in my body, I'll drive that anti- 
American militant right out of this 
great sport.” 

DeBeers had almost done that on his 
own. Banned by the AWA in 1987, 
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Col. DeBeers aims Sgt. Slaughter’s head at the 
ringpost in one of their first encounters since both 


‘men’s return to the AWA. 


manager “‘Diamond”’ Dallas Page was 
able to sign the Colonel to a contract 
by paying off a year-old fine in Au- 
gust. Most fans wish that Page had 
saved his money. 

“TY am back to win the AWA World 
title,’ said the ever-confident DeBeers 
upon making his return. “The wres- 


tlers in the AWA are typical U.S. lack- 
eys without talent or stamina. It is the 
proper time to make my return.” 

At the same time, Slaughter was ne- 


gotiating to make Ais AWA comeback. 


The rock-jawed patriot had been sorely 
missed since leaving the AWA in 1987, 
wrestling mainly on independent cards 


ol 
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DeBeers has Slaughter down, but the Sarge doesn't 
intend to let this South African madman have the 


since that time. When he teamed with 
Keith Eric against Soldat Ustinov and 
Teijho Khan September 18 at the Lou- 
isville Gardens, he had little idea that 
another party was about to introduce 
himself, 

Slaughter and Eric had the advan- 
tage on their opponents when DeBeers 


advantage for long. 


brazenly interfered in the match. Enc 
was piledrived by DeBeers outside the 
ring, which led to a disputed countout 
loss for Eric and Slaughter. 

“What the hell was this DeBeers guy 
doing sticking his nose in my match?” 
asked a perturbed Slaughter afterward. 
“If it’s a war he wants, he’s come to 





the right place. I can’t wait to meet 
this idiot again!”’ 

Slaughter didn’t have to wait long. 
The very next night in Memphis, 
Slaughter was wrestling Terry Adams 
when he again was blindsided by 
DeBeers. This time, the former Marine 
drill instructor ran his foe back to the 
dressing room. 

“Not nearly good enough,” re- 
sponded a cool DeBeers after the at- 
tack. “Slaughter survived. He is noth- 
ing but a paunchy, tired symbol of a 
flabby, tired country. I demand that | 
meet Slaughter tonight so I can prove 
to these misguided fans that their hero 
is past his prime.” 

Slaughter, too, wanted to wrestle 
DeBeers, but the entire card had al- 
ready been scheduled. Luckily, The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express, Rick Morton 
and Robert Gibson, invited Slaughter 
to join them in a six-man match. 
DeBeers teamed with Ustinov and 
Khan. The first real meeting of 
DeBeers and Slaughter was set. 

Typically, DeBeers’ self-professed 
courage turned into cowardice. Refus- 
ing to tag off to face Slaughter, 
DeBeers simply walked out of the 
match, leaving Khan and Ustinov to 
fend for themselves against three 
opponents. 

After the match, Slaughter, Morton, 
and Gibson were being interviewed 
when Ustinoy and Khan challenged 
them to get back into the ring. Gibson 
and Morton took them up on the dare, 
but this unscheduled fracas gave 
DeBeers the opening he needed to 
blindside Slaughter, delivering a brutal 
face-first piledriver on the concrete 
floor outside the ring. 

“This proved that Slaughter and the 
U.S. are phony and false,” said 
DeBeers afterward. ‘‘A veteran wrestler 
should be prepared for such an attack. 
Now there is one less wrestler clogging 
up the path to the title.”’ 

These senseless assaults are a 
DeBeers staple. This attack brought 
back memories of DeBeers savaging 
Jimmy Snuka in October 1986. Snuka 
was perched on the top turnbuckle pre- 
paring to deliver a flying splash onto 
Larry Zbyszko when DeBeers ran to 
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DeBeers attacks Slaughter from behind with his riding crop (above) before delivering a face-first 
piledriver on the floor. Soon after, The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express come to Sarge’s aid (below). This type 
Beers. 


the ring apron and pushed Snuka off, 
sending the Polynesian crashing to the 
cement floor. He followed it up with 
two face-first piledrivers. Many claim 
Snuka hasn’t been the same since. 

Now, Slaughter is feeling the same 
pain Snuka once felt. The day after the 
attack, Slaughter telephoned AWA 
President Stanley Blackburn. He de- 
manded that he meet DeBeers in a 
boot camp match at Super Clash III 
on December 13 in Chicago. DeBeers, 
amazingly, agreed to face Slaughter 
under these terms, even though Slaugh- 
ter has vowed to cripple him. 

So what do you think of Col. 





DeBeers, Set. Slaughter? 

“Lousy elitist scum,’’ griped Slaugh- 
ter, ‘Set. Slaughter’s washed up? The 
Colonel is sadly mistaken. I'll have to 
take some time off to heal from these 
injuries, but I’ll never be fully healed 
until I put DeBeers out of action for 
good. I’ll make him sorry he ever took 
this country’s name in vain.” 

How will you defeat DeBeers, 
Sergeant? 

“Look at it this way,’ reasons 
Slaughter. “It’s South Africa against 
the United States of America now. 
Which side would you put your money 
on?” C] 


— 





COMING DECEMBER 20 


THE BIG ONE! 


The Spectacular 
pies eeu Doutlile lic Of 
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The Most Celebrated Magecine Event Of The Year— 
Don't Miss It! 


100 power-packed pages, including full-color full-page 
portraits of 1988's best wrestlers and matches! 


Achievement ’88 award winners in 10 categories 


The riotous, ridiculous, and revealing 1988: 
The Year In Review 


Exclusive ‘“‘PWindex”’ of every wrestler who appeared 
in the pages of PW/—and its sister publications— 
for the entire year! 


Your own “Unofficial Official Awards” for 1988 
Predictions for 1989 
Special features and columns 





PWYI's incredible 100-page super spectacular year-end collectors’ edition 
is cover-dated “March 1989” and goes on sale December 20; it's sure to 
be a newsstand sellout, so get yours early! 


Go With The Leader—The Best Keeps Getting Better! 








Every issue, repor from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 


will be demanding. And the 





ENTION THE NAME “Sting” to 
| a rock ‘n’ roll fan, and most 
would say that he is one of the great- 
est performers in history. Mention 
“Sting” to a wrestling fan, and you'll 
get the same response—only this time 
the raves will be about one of the 
premier wrestlers of the modern era. 

And rightfully so. For most of 
1988, the young California-bred con- 
tender has been a top challenger to 
virtually every singles and tag team 
championship in the NWA. Although 
he has yet to garner any NWA gold, 
Sting’s unbridled enthusiasm and 
stunning aerial and scientific talents 
have kept him solidly entrenched as 
a favorite with millions of fans 
around the world. 

It won't be long before Sting gains 
a title. Just ask Ric Flair. The 62”, 
260-pound dynamo has given Flair 
arguably the toughest title bouts of 
his current reign. When Sting went 
to a thrilling 45-minute draw with 
Flair at the Clash of the Champions 
on March 27, he did much more 
than take the champion to the limit: 
He cemented his reputation as the 
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isn’t about to let Barry Windham use the dawhold on him. As the number-one challenger to 








i. 


Windham’s U.S. fitle, Sting has had plenty of opportunities to unseat the champion, but he hasn't 


been able to score a clean pinfall 


NWA'S fastest-rising star. 

Bolstered by his fine showings 
against Flair, Sting has set his sights 
on another title, the U.S. champion- 
ship currently held by Barry Wind- 
ham. Many observers predicted that 
Sting would be able to defeat the 
more-experienced Windham. But the 
champion has been a significant 


roadblock for the challenger, thanks 
in large part to the interference of 
manager James J. Dillon. 

Managing Editor Craig Peters, As- 
sociate Editor David Rosenbaum, and 
Assistant Editor Andy Rodriguez ven- 
tured to sunny California to speak 
with Sting during a rare day off for 
the busy wrestler. 








“Nye got myself a secret plan tte (cubes Dillon, his PEE: 
shoe, his bad breath, and cl’ peroxide-head Flair.i’m 
gonna make sure they never stick their lousy, arrogant 
moses in my business si oma 


CRAIG PETERS: Sting, you've moved 
from being ranked as the top con- 
tender for the NWA World title to 
being the top contender for the U.S. 
championship. Do you consider this 
a demotion? 

STING: A demotion? Naw, not at all, 
Craig. I’m just lookin’ at things as a 
natural progression. | received a num- 
ber of title shots at Flair—the only 
problem is that the record shows | 
didn’t win the belt. Now one of my 
best buddies, Lex Luger, is the num- 
ber-one contender to Flair, while I’m 
busy wrestling that big drink of dirty 
water, Barry Windham. That's all fine 
with me. I’m still young, and | know 
there’s plenty of opportunity coming 
in the years ahead. Besides, the only 
reason | couldn't take the belt from 
Flair is because of all the outside inter- 
ference by that crumb bum J.]. Dillon. 
DAVID ROSENBAUM: Actually, it’s 
still Dillon's meddling that’s kept 
you from defeating Windham on 
several occasions. It seems that 
whenever Barry gets in trouble, J.J. is 
always there to bail him out. If Dil- 
lon’s not able to do it, then Flair is 





“The Stinger’” pounds Ric Flair, whom he nearly 
beat for the NWA title. 





around to earn the disqualification 
for Barry. 

STING: Sickening, ain’t it? It’s the 
same old, tired story all the time. — 
Well, I’ve got myself a secret plan to 
combat Dillon, his size-nine shoe, his 
bad breath, and ol’ peroxide-head Flair 
to boot. I’m gonna make sure they 
never stick their lousy, arrogant noses 


in my business again, 


ANDY RODRIGUEZ: What are you 
going to do? 

STING: Fight fire with fire, bat, Dil- 
lon is always there to get Windham 
out of a pin or my scorpion deathlock, 


- the hold which nobody has ever been 


able to break. But I’ve got a lot of 
friends around here who hate Dillon 
as much as | do, frue champions like 
Dusty Rhodes, Steve Williams, Lex, 
and Nikita Koloff. One of these days, 
one of these guys will be able to get 
to J.J. and Flair before they can inter- 
fere. That way, | can ea defeat 
Windham, end all of this so-called 
controversy, and get the belt | truly 
deserve. 
PETERS: What are your impressions 
(Continued on page 62) 
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BEHE LAST THING Lex Luger 
» had on his mind two years 
ago, when he was still wrestling in 
the Florida area, was not being a 
World champion by the end of 
1988. He didn't care where it 
was—the NWA, the WWF, or the 
AWA—but Luger knew that by the 
time 1989 rolled around, he’d be 
on top of the world. 

But time is running out for Lex 
Luger. Now, the first thing on his 
mind is failure: the failure of not 
being able to win the NWA World 
championship from a man he 
thinks—he knows—he’s better 
than. 

This frustration, bottled up inside 
a man with incredible power and 
determination, is about to be ex- 
pressed in the most dangerous 
way possible. 

Beware, Ric Fiaz! 

It's time for a Lex-plosion! 

“Its no longer enough just to 
beat him,” said an enraged Luger 
after he and Flair battled to a 21- 
minute. double-countout in Rich- 
mond, Virginia. ‘He’s pushed my 
patience to the limit with all of his 
underhanded ticks. Now I'm 
gonna tear his guts out piece by 
piece and eat ’em for dinner! I'll 
take Flair’s title and leave him for 
dead! 

“Let me explain what I’m going 
to do. I’m going to wrap his skull 
in a sleeperhold and not let go, 
I'm going to keep that hold on un- 
til the blood vessels in his fore- 
head burst open and blood spills 
out of his head. Then I’m gonna 
get some of it on my hands and 
make Flair taste his own blood. It'll 
be the Jast thing he ever tastes! 

“Then J’m gonna have a little 
feast! I'm gonna slam him into the 
mat and plant a clawhold on his 
guts, except I’m gonna get a good 
grip and I’m gonna tear him open. 
The fans are gonna be running 
from their seats in terror, because 
they won't know what's gotten into 
me! But I plan on making sure that 
Flair never steps foot in the ring 
again! I'll make a sandwich out of 
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Flair’s intestines and jam it down 
his throat so far that he'll have to 
cross his legs to belch.” 

- As Luger continued to rant un- 
characteristically about the terrors 
he is about to unleash on Fiair, his 
face grew redder and his breath 
quickened. Several wrestlers 
walked toward his locker when 
Luger smashed a wooden stool 
with his bare hands and punched 
a hole through the wall. 

“Calm down, Lex,” urged Sting, 
who also has been repeatedly 
frustrated in his attempts to win 
the belt from Flair. “Save some of 
that energy for the ring.” But 
luger didn’t calm down. Instead, 
he grabbed the microphone from 
a nearby TV cameraman and 
walked toward the camera. 

“This is a message for you, Ric 
Flair,’ Luger screamed. “Listen 
up, punk! Your days are num- 
bered. I’m sick of your face, I’m 
sick of your suits, I'm sick of your 
gold chains, and I’m sick of your 
manager! The next time you meet 
me in the ring, you’re gonna wish 
you and Dillon never got me out 
of Florida.” 

Indeed, this could be a classic 
case of two men painfully reaping 
what they had sown. Flair and Dil- 
lon were responsible for taking 
Luger away from Florida and. 
bringing him to the heartland of 
the NWA. They made him a mem- 
ber of The Four Horsemen and, in 
doing so, accomplished two ob- 
jectives: They made the Horsemen 
stronger while keeping Luger 
away from Fiair’s title. 

But they didn’t bank on Luger 
leaving the Horsemen after less 
than a year and targeting Flair for 
destruction. And they also didn’t 
count on Tully Blanchard and Am 
Anderson leaving the NWA in ear- 
ly September. That, more than 
anything, has made Flair more vul- 
nerable than ever before: Tully 
and Am can no longer save him 
from Luger’s wrath. 

“That’s the key,” Luger ex- 
plained in more serene tones. 
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“Now he has less ways to get him- 
self disqualified. It used to be that 
you always had to look out for Blan- 
chard and Anderson, but now 
Windham’s the only one you have 
to worry about. And Windham has 
enough to worry about himself with 
Sting after him all the time. The way 
I figure it, we've got Flar and 
Windham right where we want 
them.” 

At this pot, however, Luger re- 
alizes that Dillon’s outside interfer- 
ence and Flair’s cowardliness could 
stil prevent him from winning the 
belt. 

“I have to get him into a position 
where he can't get away,’ Luger 
said. ‘I’ve been begging the NWA 
promoters to schedule a steel cage 
match or a lumberjack match, but 
they wont do it. They say they can 
only do that as a last resort.” 

Is it time for the last resort? 

On August 12 in Norfolk, Virginia, 
Flair was disqualified for tossing 
Luger over the top rope. On August 
26 at The Omni in Atlanta, Luger 
beat Flair by disqualification and, of 


Luger pummels Flair against the turnbuckle (above) and gives him a hiptoss (below). ‘The Total 
Package” not only wants Fair's title, he wants to injure Flair so badly that he'll be forced to quit 


course, did not win the belt. On restling—and have Luger to thank for it! 


september 16 in Richmond, Flair 
and Luger battled to a double 
countout. And in their September 
ao Omni rematch, even referee 
John Ayres, the former pro football 
lineman, couldn’t keep Dillon from 
interfering with his shoe, causing 
Flair’s disqualification. 

Statistics reveal that an incredi- 
ble 85 percent of the Flair-Luger 
matches end with Flair getting dis- 
qualified. The remaining 15 percent 
are split between Luger getting dis- 
qualified, double-countouts, and 
double-disqualifications. There has 
yet to be a clean pinfall. 

“Maybe I overreacted before,” 
Luger said, “but it’s just getting to 
be too much, I’m sick of these 
worthless victones. Give me a 
chance to wrestle Flair where he 
can't get away, and I'll beat him. 

“And then,’ he added with a 
gmn, “so he can’t ever wrestle 
again, I'll cripple him—just for good 
measure!” Eg 
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JAKE ROBERTS 


TAKE “THE SNAKE” Roberts is 

currently one of the most popular 
competitors in the WWF ... Stands 
65" and weighs 246 pounds ... 
Lean, lanky build allows him to glide 
around the ring like his reptilian 
namesake ... Known for his fast 
hands, lightning-quick clotheslines, 
and trademark move: the DDT... 


When asked what DDT stands for, he f a in 


simply replies “‘the end"... Has a 
cool demeanor and calculating mind 
that keep him on an even keel, . . As 
expressed in interviews, his ring phi- 
losophy is sometimes confusing, but 
always heartfelt... Says that as a 
child he used to practice signing his 
autograph because even then he ad- 
mired himself so much ... Played 
football, basketball, and track in high 
school... Defeated Bill Ash in his 
professional debut in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, on May 13, 1975 ... 
Wrestled extensively in Canada early 
in his career ... Has made several 
tours of Japan ... In late 1979 and 
carly 1980, suffered two broken arms, 
but struggled back from those injuries 
to win the Louisiana title . .. Separated his shoulder when he lost that 
title jo Ernie Ladd ... As a last-minute substitute for Paul Orndorff, 
Roberts defeated The Masked Grappler for the North American title 
- Orndorff said he overslept and was angry with Roberts for not 
trying to contact him ... In 1982, traveled to Florida and became a 
member of Kevin Sullivan’s cult ... Sullivan tried to give him the 
Souther title in gratitude for helping him attack Dusty Rhodes and win 
the belt, but the transaction was disallowed and the bell put up in a 
tournament ... Despite being one of the most hated men in the sport, 
secured several tithe matches with NWA World champion Ric Flair, who 
was angered by Sullivan's control over Roberts ... Also feuded with 
Barry Windham ... Their matches included a violent street brawl... 
Was treated for a nervous breakdown after leaving Sullivan's psychologi- 
cally taxing stable... Went to the Mid-Atlantic area, where Paul Jones 
managed him and exercised his own brand of mind control ... Wres- 
tled singly and in tag matches with stablemates Gene Anderson and 
Dory Funk Jr... . Most hated opponent then was Rick Steamboat . . 
Moved to Georgia in late 1983 and joined Paul Ellering’s Legion of 
Doom along with The Road Warriors and The Spoiler . . . Feuded with 
such men as Tommy Rich and Ronnie Garvin . . . Defeated Garvin for 
the National TV title ... Before granting Garvin a rematch, Ellering 
demanded $34,000 ... Garvin paid the money and regained the title 
. Saying there was a “conspiracy against The Legion of Doom, 
Roberts left Georgia for World Class .. . Held the World Class six-man 
title with Chris Adams and Gino Hernandez ... Despised the Von 
Erichs ... Left World Class in late 1984 for the Mid-South area, where 
he teamed with The Barbarian against Ted DiBiase and Steve Williams 





pyres . When they finally got a shot at 

DiBiase and Williams’ Mid-South tag 
fe tithe, DiBiase fled the ring shortly after 
) the match began ... Later feuded with 
Bi -  DiBiase in singles matches . . . Roberts 
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i 
| 
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Started hearing the cheers of the fans, 
which angered The Barbarian ... Bar- 
barian joined Humongous, " Oliver 
Humperdink, and The Nightmare in an 
attack on Roberts after ‘The Snake’’ 
unmasked The Nightmare in a match 
»«» In matches with Humongous, 
Roberts wore a sin goalie’s mask 
like Humongous’... Put up a valiant 
fight against the massive Humongous 
at The Superdome on Thanksgiving 
1985, but didn’t win the match . 
Defeated Dick Slater for the North 
American tithe on February 14, 1986, 
but lost the belt a week later... En- 
tered the WWF in early 1986 as a 
nilebreaker wearing depictions of a 
snake on his tights ... Shocked oppo- 
nents and fans alike by bringing a live 
snake—his pet Damien—into the ring 
and draping it over his beaten foes . 
Pinned George Wells at the New York 
portion of WrestleMania II... Be- 
came host of “"The Snake Pit,"’ an interview segment on WWF television 
shows ... Resumed feud with Rick Steamboat ... DDT'd Steamboat 
on the arena floor on Saturday Night's Main Event . . To combat 
Jake's snake, Steamboat started bringing a dragon lizard to the ring... 
Received several shots at Hulk Hogan's WWF World title... On ““The 
Snake Pit,"" The Honky Tonk Man smashed Roberts over the head with 
his guitar ... It was then that the WWF fans rallied to his side, 
changing him from one of the most hated men in the federation to one 
of the most beloved . . . In what was considered an upset, Honky Tonk 
pinned Roberts at WrestleMania Ill ... Throughout the summer of 
1987, Roberts received title shots at Intercontinental champion Honky 
Tonk, but didn’t win the belt... On several occasions, Honky Tonk 
was able to attack Roberts by disguising himself as Kim Chee, Kamala’s 
handler... Was on a winning team (along with Randy Savage, Rick 
Steamboat, Brutus Beefcake, and Hacksaw Duggan) at the first Survivor 
Series on Thanksgiving 1987... Became incensed with Rick Rude after 
Rude tried to kiss Jake’s wife Cheryl on national television . . . Wrestled 
Rude to a time-limit draw at WrestleMania IV . . . Their feud got hotter 
when Rude started wearing wrestling tights with Mrs. Roberts’ face 
drawn on them ... Roberts brought Cheryl out to ringside for inspira- 
lion; it worked, as he won nearly every match... In a break from the 
Rude feud, pinned Hercules at SummerSlam 88 ... Fought Rude in 
matches with the special stipulation that the winner would be the first 
one who successfully executed cither the “Rude Awakening” or the 
DDT ... Roberts will not be a serious contender for either the WWF 
World or Intercontinental tithes until he conclusively settles his dispute 
with Rude—which seems unlikely in the forseeable future. C] 
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FAVORITE MANEUVER 

The DDT. There have been many imitators, but the 
first—and best—practitioner of this brutal maneuver 
was “The Snake.” The DDT packs the force of a 
piledriver. But unlike a piledriver, it doesn’t take a lot 
of effort to get an opponent into the proper position. 
Roberts claims he can execute the DDT in many 
different ways, giving the unfortunate victim anything 
from a bump on the head to a broken neck. 





MOST HATED OPPONENT 

Rick Rude. Ever since Rude tried to kiss Jake's wife 
Cheryl on national television, Roberts has been 
looking to destroy him at every opportunity. Things 
only got worse for “The Ravishing One” when he 
started wearing tights with Cheryl's face painted on 
them. Rude may think he’s being cute, but there's 
nothing cute about what will happen to him if “The 
Snake” gets his wish. 
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GREATEST MATCH 

February 14, 1986 vs. Dick Slater. \t was a sweet 
Valentine's Day victory for Roberts as he beat Slater 
for the North American title in the Mid-South area. 
“The Snake” lost the belt a week later, but he had 
proven himself capable of winning a major title 
anywhere. Buoyed with new confidence, Roberts 
traveled to the WWF, where other conquests awaited. 


TOUGHEST OPPONENT 

Rick Steamboat. Roberts has always been troubled 
by Steamboat’s combination of scientific wrestling and 
martial arts. When he first entered the WWF, Roberts 
engaged Steamboat in a serious feud, once giving “The 
Dragon” a DDT on a concrete arena floor. However, 
Steamboat eventually got the better of “The Snake.” 
This rivalry goes back to 1983, when both men 
wrestled in the Mid-Atlantic area. 
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lt may jus 


be normal competition among co 


ntenders, but alert - ‘ 


fans see Hulk Hogan’s matches with Ted DiBiase, Andre the 
Giant, and Bad News Brown as more than just matches. As 
Hogan wears down Randy Savazge’s challengers one by one, he 
is not just a viable contender, he becomes the World 





‘UST LIKE THE rich and fam- 

ous, Randy Savage must pro- 
tect what is his. Right now, the list 
of protectables is lengthy: Savage 
has perfect health, a lovely man- 
ager, and the WWF World cham- 
pionship belt. 


champion’s bodyguard! 


But does Randy Savage need 
a bodyguard to protect what is 
his? 

And is Hulk Hogan serving as 
that bodyguard? 


A close examination of the 


WWF scene in recent months 





shows that Hogan has indeed 
been acting as Savage’s unofficial 


bodyguard ever since ‘The 
Hulkster’ battled Andre the Giant 
to a double-disqualification (and, 
thus, an elimination) in the second 
round of the WrestleMania IV 
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World title tournament. Later on in 
that tourney, it was Hogan who 
helped secure his friend's title 
victory. 

Neither Savage nor Hogan 
would deny that WrestleMania IV 
signified more than the beginning 
of The Randy Savage Era. When 
Hogan helped his friend win the 
World title, he was passing more 
than the WWF _ championship 
torch. Since Savage and Hogan 
were friends and allies, Hogan 
was passing up an opportunity to 
wrestle for the title. 

So, after a lengthy vacation, 
Hogan began wrestling Savage's 
top challengers. : 5. SR Ee 35 

And, after a match with the ri feoh ueidins yr We interfering with Randy Savage during Savage's bid for the 
powerful “Hulkster,”” not many | | 
challengers have enough energy 
or will to face the ‘‘Macho Man.” 

“First you face Hogan,” said 
Bam Bam Bigelow, who compet- 
ed in the WrestleMania IV tourna- 
ment and recently left the WWF 
for the NWA. “That's tough 
enough. | mean, he may not be 
the champ, but he’s still Hulk Ho- 
gan. Then, if you survive that, you 
might get a shot at Savage. But 
by that time, you’ve got nothing | 
left. Savage has it easy. It seems 
to me that Hogan has the tough | 
job.” 

This point of view seems to be 
shared by Savage's top challeng- 
ers, most of whom have already en —— 
had exhausting matches with Ho- Hogan exhorts the fans to cheer for the new champion and his manager, Elizabeth (above). “The 
gan. Bad News Brown provides a Hulkster’” boots Bad News Brown in the head (below). 
good example. io ae 

Brown was scheduled to begin 
a series of title matches against 
Savage on October 10 in Boston. 
By that time, however, Brown will 
have already wrestled Hogan sev- “Je -_—— % 
eral times. On one notable occa- ie 
sion at New Jersey’s Byrne Mead- | 
owlands Arena, Hogan utilized his 
new motorcycle helmet as a vi- 
cious weapon. To Hogan, the 
means are unimportant as long as 
the mission—to slow down Brown 
and protect Savage—is accom- 
plished. And when one of your 
tools is a foreign object, that mis- 
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Hogan has Brown by the beard. This painful hold, combined with more devastating maneuvers, will | 





make it harder for Brown to mount a serious challenge against the “Macho Man.’ To some, this 


makes Hogan look like Savage’s protector. 


Andre uses his enormous bulk to trap Hogan in 
the corner. If Hogan has that much trouble with 
Andre, Savage should have it worse, 








sion is likely to succeed. 

Other challengers face a similar 
fate. Hogan wrestles Ted DiBiase 
and Andre on a regular basis. 
And “The Hulkster” is scheduled 
to begin a series against another 
potential Savage challenger, Big 
Bossman. 

By taking on Bossman, a rela- 
tive newcomer to the WWF, Ho- 
gan will not only wear down the 
behemoth, but the ex-champ will 
also assess the _ challenger’s 
strengths and weaknesses. Only 
after a series of matches against 
Hogan will Savage, buffered by 
the in-depth report from his body- 
guard, grant Bossman a title shot. 

By assimilating Hogan's analy- 
sis, any advantage Bossman 
might have had due to Savage’s 
inexperience against him will be 
eliminated. Bossman will also be 
less effective against the champ 
after being brutalized by Hogan 
and—most likely—his  steel-en- 
forced helmet. 

The bigger picture behind the 





shield of protection that surrounds 
Savage is one of image. How will 
the fans react to the “Macho 
Man” once they begin to under- 
stand how sheltered he is? One 


| answer comes from Assistant Edi- 


tor Eddie Ellner, who likens the 
WWE champion to NWA champi- 
on Ric Flair. 

“Flair used to be a great cham- 
pion,” Ellner said. “But when he 
joined The Four Horsemen, he 
immediately got soft. | mean, he 
had a group of three people, four 
if you include J.J. Dillon, constant- 
ly sheltering him from viable chal- 
lengers. Title hopefuls would have 
to wrestle Lex Luger or, later, Bar- 
ry Windham, then survive tag 
team matches against Tully Blan- 
chard and Arn Anderson. And 
then, if he was able to survive 
interference from Dillon, he'd 
meet Flair. By that time, though, 
the ‘challenger’ doesn’t pose 
much of a challenge. 

“The minute | saw Flair was 
being sheltered by the Horsemen, 
| rejected his claim to greatness,” 
Ellner continued. “By practicing 
Flair's style of defense, Savage 
will lose plenty of fans. What's 
next? Hogan, Ultimate Warrior, 
and Jake Roberts beating up Ted 
DiBiase outside the arena? Wres- 
tling doesn’t need another ring of 
protection like The Four Horse- 
men. It’s demeaning to the sport, 
and it’s demeaning to the champi- 
onship itself.’’ 

The ever-outspoken Ellner ad- 
dresses an important point. If Sav- 
age continues to rely on Hogan 
for protection, can a loss of cham- 
pionship stature be far behind? 
Granting challengers a fair title 
shot is the legacy of great cham- 
pions like Bruno Sammartino, Pe- 
dro Morales, the younger Ric 
Flair, and even Hulk Hogan. Fans 
quickly accepted Savage as 
champion, but if he continues to 
dodge challengers until they are 
weakened by Hogan, fans might 
just as quickly begin to reject him. 

And his bodyguard. C 
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LIFESTYLES OF THE CRUEL AND FAMOUS: 
“The man is as cruel to guests as he is to his 
opponents in the ring.” This was the reaction of 
Robin Leach, host of television’s Lifestyles Of The 
Rich And Famous, after filming a segment for that 
nationally syndicated program at the expansive es- 
tate of Ted DiBiase. 

The segment featured the ‘‘Million-Dollar Man,” 
his sexy French maid, and his bodyguard, Virgil, 
captured on film during a typical day. 

Leach, who's been entertained by Hollywood 
superstars, multi-billion-dollar businessmen, and in- 
fluential heads of state, characterized DiBiase as 
“an animal,’ and added in his exclusive interview 
with PWI, “the man has no heart at all!” During 
the segment, DiBiase repeatedly flaunted his 
wealth and comfort, all the while holding it just out 
of reach of his quest. 


Sa ae Lifestyles cameras 
‘6 a followed DiBiase for 
The dog cbfek an entire day. The 

eating caviar, the segment showed the 
bodyguard was = “Niillion-Dollar ~Man” 
drinking as he characteristically 


champagne, and | ignored the pleas of a 
got zip!”’ fallen and stranded bi- 
| aa cyclist, cruelly rejected 

—Robin Leach the requests of a rat- 
ies = fle-selling Cub Scout, 
and continually refused to offer Leach any of the 
refreshments which he—and his dog!—repeatedly 
enjoyed. 

“The whole thing was baffling to me,” Leach 
added about his subject’s lack of hospitality. “The 
dog was eating caviar, the bodyguard was drinking 
champagne, and | got zip!”” DiBiase clearly did not 
feel obligated to share the fruits of his riches with 
Leach. 

‘| never met a man | didn’t like ... until now! 
The man has no heart at all,” Leach said. The 
entire segment did nothing to dispell the DiBiase 
myth of wealth, ego, and hostility. 

“| love to see people humiliate themselves for 
my money,” the ‘Million-Dollar Man” told a befud- 
dled Leach. Indeed, when asked by Leach to 
name the nicest thing he’d ever done, DiBiase 
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replied, “| granted this interview, didn’t 1?” 

DiBiase’s luxurious estate was, according to 
Leach, “extraordinary!’’ When questioned further, 
Leach, a man who’s seen the estates of the rich- 
est people in the world, said that the ‘“Million- 
Dollar Man” is clearly worth much more than that. 

“I'd say, looking at the spread he has, he’s 
worth 100 million."’ Leach, however, could not di- 
vulge the location of DiBiase’s far-from-humble 
abode, except to say that it’s “somewhere in New 
England.” 
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Robin Leach did a Lifestyles Of The Rich And Famous segment on 
“Million-Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase. 
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Cheah petas lls the gal fat ods he’ Chantpagae he thampht he 
would be drinking. 


The palatial home was as luxurious as it was 
expansive. Fancy cars graced the driveway, fine 
furnishings decorated the interior, and the pres- 
ence of wealth was pervasive. DiBiase even trans- 
formed the basement into a sprawling health cen- 
ter—complete with swimming treadmill—the likes 
of which would have even Jack LaLanne drooling. 

‘‘As far as our show is concerned,’ Leach said, 
“he’s the ultimate for us. Wrestling’s gotten so big 
nowadays that we wanted to show just how 
wealthy some of these guys can become. He’s 
richer than most Hollywood stars. 

“I'm a big wrestling fan, so this is a great honor 
for me,” said Leach. His attraction to wrestling 
began at WrestleMania IV, which he attended as a 
special quest, bringing the WWF World belt to the 
ring prior to the title tournament in Atlantic City. 

The Lifestyles Of The Rich And Famous crew is 
scheduled to pay a visit to Hulk Hogan sometime 
in the spring. That segment will tentatively air dur- 
ing the first week of May. Leach is optimistic about 
the filming, but hopes Hogan will be slightly more 
hospitable than DiBiase. 

—Gersh Kuntzman 





32/3=? Pay-per-view mania has taken over, 
and now the question is: Are wrestling promoters 
overestimating the industry? We should have an 
answer to that question by the end of the year, 
thanks to an upcoming 32-day period during which 
three wrestling events will air on PPV TV. 

The WWF will start things off with its second 
Survivor Series on November 24 from the Richfield 
(Ohio) Coliseum. Then the AWA will present its 
first PPV event, SuperClash Ill, on December 13 
from the UIC Pavillion in Chicago. Then it’s the 
NWA’s Starrcade ’88 on December 26 from the 
Richmond Coliseum. 

Three cards were aired on PPV in 1987: Wres- 

tleMania Ill, The Survivor Series, and Starrcade. 
The three cards in 32 days will bring the total for 
1988 to seven: The Bunkhouse Stampede, Wres- 
tleMania IV, Great American Bash, SummerSlam 
88, The Survivor Series, SuperClash, and 
Starrcade. 
_ And while the industry appears to be very 
healthy—the two most recent PPV _ shows, 
SummerSlam and the Bash, were successful— 
one has to wonder whether wrestling fans will shell 
out as much as $14.95 three times in one month 
to watch televised wrestling. Since the individual 
cable companies usually promote one event at a 
time, the WWF should have a huge edge over the 
other two events—not only because they're more 
experienced in the area of PPV, but also because 
they're scheduled first, on one of the most impor- 
tant TV days of the year: Thanksgiving. 

The feeling here is that The Survivor Series will 
be at least the success it was last year (seven 
percent buy rate for 525,000 homes), because it 
will be unopposed by Starrcade. Starrcade will be 
less successful than The Great American Bash, 
and SuperClash will tread water. 

This will be the the first pay-per-view event for 
the AWA, World Class, and CWA; most likely it will 
not be available in several major cities. They'll 
probably find out that being stuck in the middle 


- won't be advantageous. But by the time Starrcade 
is held, most fans should be ready to pay for a 


PPV event once again. 
—Dave Rosenbaum! 
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The Fans’ Astonishing Message 
To Kevin Von Erich: 
“WE LOVE YOU... 
RETIRE 
NOW?” 






Controversy once again surrounds the Von Erichs. 
Kevin is presently recovering from post- 
concussion syndrome, a serious problem that 
could permanently affect his life. 

If his fans have anything to say about 
it, they’d prefer that Kevin never step 
into a wrestling ring again! 
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OMETHING WAS WRONG. 

Very wrong. Even the fans 

could sense something was amiss. 

“I came here to see Kevin Von 

Erich,” said wrestling fan Bob Boll- 

ings after watching Von Erich team 

with Michael Hayes to defeat Spoil- 

er and Adrian Street in Cleveland. 

“My wife and kids begged me to 

bring them after watching Kevin on 

TV for years. But he didn’t seem 

right tonight. He seemed sluggish 

and distracted, like he was in pain 

or something. | was worried about 

the guy.” 

Bollings had good reason to wor- 

_ ry. Yon Erich took to the sidelines 
for several weeks following that 
September 3 match. At press time, 
he was readying himself for a re- 
turn to the ring. As always, he's 
being guided by his desire to please 
his fans, But many of those same 
fans don’t want to see Von Erich 
‘return—they want to see him retire! 
(Continued on page 64) 





Brutus Beefcake 
Ron Bass: 


QUE Ea ey 





ON BASS STARTED it, and 
Brutus Beefcake intends to fin- 
ish it—at any cost! 

‘It’ is the violent feud that be- 
gan when Bass brutally attacked 
‘The Barber’’ with a set of spurs in 
early August. So much _ blood 
poured from Beefcake’s forehead 
that WWF television producers 
chose to place a large red ‘‘X’’ over 
the screen when the confrontation 
was broadcast. 

Beefcake’s injury was so severe, 
he was forced to back out of his 
Intercontinental title match against 
The Honky Tonk Man_— at 
SummerSlam 88. His substitute, 
The Ultimate Warrior, destroyed 
Honky Tonk in 31 seconds to win 
the belt. That was the rea/ start of 
Beefcake's problems. 

For months, Beefcake had been 
Honky Tonk’s top challenger, com- 
ing extremely close on many occa- 





Brutus Beefcake wraps his shirt around Ron Bass’ neck (opposite page) and stops a kick to the 
midsection (above). Beefcake was well on his way to the Intercontinental title—until Bass sidetracked 
him in this violent feud. 


The bloodbath that was censored on television is now coming 
to an arena near you! It’s Brutus Beefcake’ s scissors against 
the bullwhip and spurs of Ron Bass. No one knows for sure 
who will win, but one thing is certain: If these maniacs don’t — 

stop, they’ll end each other’s careers! 


sions to winning the WWF's penul- 
timate singles title. The 
SummerSlam confrontation was 
billed as Beefcake’s final shot at 
Honky Tonk. “‘The Barber’’ had fo- 
cused all his energy on this last 
assault. 

Then came Bass. 

Formerly a star in the Mid-Atlan- 
tic and Florida areas, Bass was be- 
coming disgusted with his status in 
the WWF. His past meant nothing 
as he was continually passed over 
for title shots and relegated to pre- 
lim bouts. The big ‘‘Outlaw’’ knew 
he had to make a big career 
move—and fast. He decided to go 
after Beefcake because, in the 
words of a close friend, ‘‘he hates 
pretty boys, and Beefcake is the 
ultimate pretty boy.”’ 

So now Bass has the major feud 
he hopes will propel him to further 





Bass smashes Beefcake’ s head into the fambuckle. In Beefcake, Bass saw an opportunity to improve 
his standing in the WWF. He thought ‘The Barber'’ would be an easy touch, but he couldn't have 
been more wrone—Brutus is out for blood! 
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fame—or infamy. His goal is to in- 
flict as much punishment as possi- 
ble on Beefcake before taking on 
the next challenge. What little re- 
spect he has for ‘'The Barber’’ he 
intends to erase during the course 
of this feud. 

But Beefcake won't let him off 
that easy. 

“Brutus has one thing in mind: 
beat Bass,’ says Assistant Editor 
Andy Rodriguez. ‘‘One look in his 
eyes and you can see that that's al/ 
he wants to do. Nobody in his ca- 
reer has ever gotten under his skin 
like that. After what Bass has done 
to him, it's easy to understand his 
attitude.”’ 


Beefcake with his whip, then tried 
to use his spurs on Beefcake again, 
until The Rockers ran in to save 
“The Barber.” 

“Boy, that’s excitement!’’ said 
Rita McReynold, a fan who attend- 
ed the Garden card. “Those guys 
really hate each other, don’t they? 
That wasn’t a wrestling match, it 
was a street brawl.”’ 

‘Man, they wanted to rip each 
other's lungs out!’’ screamed Geof- 
frey Dawkins, another Garden fan. 
‘| hope Beefcake wins this feud, 
because he really is the best. Bass 
knows he isn't good enough.” 

In arenas across the country, 
Bass and Beefcake’s matches have 





As Bass and Beefcake battle, their at championship glory slowly slip away. The feud is 
exciting in and of itself, but it’s haying very little impact on the fortunes of World champion Randy 
Savage or Intercontinental titlist The Ultimate Warrior, 


A Beefcake-Bass encounter live 
at the arena is a chance for fans to 
see firsthand the brutality that 
made even the most hardened mat 
observers wince and shudder. A re- 
cent match at Madison Square Gar- 
den was a good example of the 
kind of destruction that has been 
going on. 

Over the course of 10 minutes, 
Bass attacked Beefcake before the 
bell, and threw a chair in the ring; 
Beefcake pulled a pair of scissors 
out of his boot; Bass hit Beefcake 
with his bullwhip; Beefcake put 
Bass in a sleeper; Bass choked 
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reached similar levels of sheer vio- 
lence. Back and forth it goes, with 
neither man gaining a clear advan- 
tage. At this point, Beefcake has 
just about given up on winning the 
Intercontinental belt, let alone the 
World title. He is totally obsessed 
with the Texas outlaw. 

“What Brutus doesn’t realize is 
that Bass has him under his con- 
trol,"’ Rodriguez said. ‘Bass suck- 
ered Beefcake into this feud, and 
Beefcake was a willing—and un- 
knowing—victim. His fans should 
let him know this isn’t what they 
want. They want a title and, ulti- 


mately, so does he.”’ 

Maybe “‘ultimately’’ is a poor 
choice of words. It would remind 
Beefcake of The Ultimate Warrior, 
the |-C champion. Beefcake real- 
izes that he won't get a shot at the 
belt as long as the Warrior holds it. 
WWF matchmakers would not dare 
pit two such popular men against 
each other. So ‘‘The Barber’’ is in 
championship limbo. He knows 
that his title shots are slipping 
away, but he remains unwilling to 
end his bloody feud with Bass. 

‘It’s really unfortunate for Beef- 
cake,'’ says Assistant Editor Bob 
Smith. ‘‘Six months ago, he looked 
like a cinch to win Honky Tonk’s 
belt, but now he’s caught in a feud 
that has no foreseeable end. A 
once-promising wrestler is headed 
straight to the bottom of the 
ratings.”’ 

But it takes two to feud, and 
Bass’ career is also endangered by 
this confrontation. 

“Ron is finding out very quickly 
that Beefcake isn’t the soft touch 
he thought he would be,"’ said an 
anonymous friend. ‘‘Believe me, 
though he'd never admit it to the 
public, Bass has new respect for 
‘The Barber,’ fancy clothes and all. 
Ron got a lot more than he bar- 
gained for in this one. It’s definitely 
one of the toughest feuds of his 
career.” 

So tough, in fact, that if Bass 
doesn’t come out on top, he'll slip 
off the ladder of contention as fast 
as he climbed it. His carefully con- 
ceived plan will have backfired, and 
he'll once again become lost in the 
infamous WWF shuffle. 

Unfortunately for Bass, he 
doesn’t look like a winner in this 
one, but neither does Beefcake. 
They continue to ignore the advice 
of their friends and supporters to 
fight a war that has already re- 
ceived the WWF's’ seal _ of 
disapproval. 

But in this war, there will be no 
winners or losers, only survivors. 
And in professional wrestling, mere 
survival isn’t good enough. CJ 





The beat goes on: Can JIMMY HART 
make THE ROUGEAUS WWF World 
champions? 





They've destroyed THE FOUR 
HORSEMEN and taken their belts, but 
THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS stil] must 

prove themselves! 


PLUS. 

When ANDRE THE GIANT savaged 
RANDY SAVAGE, where was HULK 
HOGAN? ... TERRY GORDY takes on 
SKANDOR AKBAR’S army... “O&A” 
interview with KEVIN VON ERICH... 
“Spotlight” on THE ULTIMATE 
WARRIOR... THE TOP GUNS misfire 
against BAD COMPANY .. . Introducing 
DUSTIN RHODES 
All this and much more... 
in the January 1989 issue of 
The Wrestler 

ON SALE NOW! 


THIS MONTH IN... 


Lear the 10 reasons why STING can't 
beat BARRY WINDHAM 





Memo to the WWF: It’s time to ban the 
helmet—or ban HULK HOGAN! 


PLUS... 
MEGABUCKS, MEGAPOWERS., 
Megaconfusion! Who you'll cheer and 
jeer in ’89!. . . Exclusive “Hotseat’’ 
interview with ARN ANDERSON: “THE 
FOUR HORSEMEN were a dynasty, but 
it’s all over now!” ... THE ROCK ’N’ 
ROLL EXPRESS must split up—or shut 
up!... KERRY VON ERICH and JERRY 
LAWLER: Tag Team of the Year or Feud 
of the Year? . . . SGT. SLAUGHTER and 
COL. DeBEERS go “One On One” 


All this and much more... 


in the January 1989 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ON SALE NOW! 


favonite), 
better. 

I know Sting is young, but he is 
the greatest wrestler today; in a 
few years, he will be unstoppable. 
I would even venture to say that 
he will be able to beat any chal- 
lenger for the world belt that he 
will certainly hold. 

KEVIN BERRY 
Cayce, SC 


but just think Sting is 





After ae your article in the 
December 1988 issue of PWI 
(“AWA World Champion Jerry 
Lawler: ‘I’ve Beaten Savage And 
Flair—I’'m The Best!’”), let me 
point out that “The King” is a 
good competitor and has worked 


BETWEEN FALLS 
(Continued from page 7) 


hard for almost 20 years to wina | _ 


major title. I will give him credit 
for that. 

But how can he come out and 
say that he’s the best just because 
he beat Ric Flair and Randy Sav- 
age? What an egotistical pid! 

I have a suggeston. | would 
love nothing more than a steel 
cage, title vs. title towmament 
among Flair, Savage, and Lawler. 
I'm sure all fans want to see thus, 
too, 

PHILIP BRUNO 
New York 


I am whiting this letter after 
watching the third Clash of the 
Champions card from Albany, 
Georgia. 1 was really surpmsed 
when Paul Jones attacked the great- 
est athlete to ever come out of the 
soviet Union. I am, of course, refer- 
ring to “The Russian Bear,” Ivan Ko- 
loff. I may not like the man person- 
ally, but I do respect him 
professionally. 

When I think back to what Paul 
Jones and The Russian Assassins 
did to Ivan, my blood boils. To 
think that Jones would turn against 
the man who brought him the NWA 


50 





Ric Flair grabs Jerry Lawler’s leg in an attempt to break the headlock. In Philip Bruno’s opinion, 
Lawler should not brag that he is the best just because he has defeated Flair and Randy Savage. 


Bruno suggests a tournament to settle the matter. 


six-man tag team title makes me sick. 


Ivan Koloff didn’t need to prove 
himself to anyone, let alone a two- 
bit twerp like Jones. As I stated 
before, I may not like him person- 
ally, but I respect him as a pro. 
And Jones, if you’re reading this, 
you better keep one eye looking 
over your shoulder, because Ivan 
Koloff will be gaining on you. 

STEVE HART 
saybrook, IL 


TROUBLE BREWING 
I’ve been watching Varsity Club 
matches recently, and I want to go 
on record and predict an immi- 
nent breakup. In every match that 
features Rick Steiner, both Kevin 
Sullivan and Mike Rotundo are 
forced to scold their partner re- 
peatedly. I don’t know how much 
longer the trio can remain together 
when they are constantly bicker- 
(Continued on page 52) 
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WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 


on the excellence that has made PW/ the 


leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
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zko, Von Erich resting IL. 
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yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
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Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 

ty Rhodes, 


ey 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 
Dillon, Sawyer. 

February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBlase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., 
Patera, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen, Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 


October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
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. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
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MAY 1987 
July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Staugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A... artel. 
eee Doe a 1885/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
ade eis? Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 
October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Fian- 
Steam- 


December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
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ural damien PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
1986/COLOA PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
1966/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 


. Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. | 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 


boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 
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1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 


Butay FR & R Express, Hall and Hennig. 
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November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham 

1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
amors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 


Kroes PINUP: Ronnie 

Von Erichs, Freebirds. 
April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel, 
toe Senee tat Grek. , Plair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 


May TgaCGLES PINUP: Sting. 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, C i. 
Owen Hart. 


June Meniscus PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard Miata Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bun khouse Stampede. 


July Mnelvacerst bows oah Heels 
ids ¥ sea;C0L0R PI PINUP: Al Perez. 
rebicoacts! tran f Sages egal Four 


Acc ss PINUP: Tyna 


lane Gisaniiar vee Voehy Clon can 


Mionignt E 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Expr @33. L logan, thodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 


December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 


Rouben cieee eeey: 


viet 1969/COLOR PINUP: Barry 
indham. Hogan-Savage-Elizabeth, 
Wanton. Sting. 








| PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED TV SPORT S 
I: oe 2 J PWiJuly 1985 PWVNov 1987 | Box 48 
| © Pwvoctiss2 © Pwvoctises © Pwirebises | Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
C) PWVJan 1963 =) PWVNov 1985 =] PWV/April 1968 
| () PWUFeb 1983 [1 PWi/Dec1985 (1) PWVMay 1968 Please send me the back issues I've checked. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
1 pWudune 1002 Cl pwureb toss Cl PW 1988. Acai Fcdoead S ONLY 
! i ] L] 1966 C ty 1988 ] j = ; : ate 
SS PWURW Iba Lo Peocna toes PPvAoee Number of Magazines Ordered: unt E :$ U.S.FUND E 
Ll PWVAug 1983 «= PWVMay 1986 —«C) PWVOct 1988 In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issue: PRINT YOUR NAME AND 
| () PWVOct1983 () PWi/June 19686 (] PWVNov 1968 ADDRESS CLEARLY 
() PWUNov 1983 =) PWi/July 1986 =): PWi/Dec 1988 Narr 
] © PwWiec 1963 © PW/Aug1986 1) PWiJan 1989 ane 
: PWUJan ees C] PWVOct 1986 
3 PWVFeb 1 PWVNov 1986 
 PWi/June 1984 0 PWiDec 1986 Address AD, 
| © Pwduly 1984 = PWidan 1987 
\) PWVAug 1964 8) PWi/Feb 1987 City 
[) PWVOct 1964 (© PWVApril 1987 
| Q PWVNov 1964 =") PWU/May 1987 


——_—< SS 


boat mail, and two dauilars for every back issue sent by air mail 


be ee 


ing amongst themselves. 

I know Rotundo and Steiner like 
to joke with each other and say 
that all their arguments are like the 
arguments of two brothers. Well, I 
think someone should tell those 
two that families sometimes split 
up. Brothers tum against brothers 
plenty of times, believe me. 

What The Varsity Club needs is 
some honest brotherly love, not 
this unwarranted hostility. I would 
like to see the Club survive, but at 
this point I don’t think they will. 
That's too bad, because Rotundo 
and Steiner are two of the best 
wrestlers in the NWA. 

DEBBIE KELLER 
Paris, KY 


Would someone please explain 
why Ric Flair is constantly rated 
either number one or number two 
in PWI's Top 10? As Craig Peters 
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(Continued from page 50) 
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David Crockett interviews Kevin Sullivan as The Varsity Club waits their turn. Reader Debbie Keller 
thinks Mike Rotundo and Rick Steiner’s constant arguing will eventually lead to their breakup. 


pointed out in your December 
1988 issue, Flair is number one in 
“cowardly selfdisqualification in 
order to save his title.” This com- 
ment alone proves that Flair no 
longer utilizes his scientific skills to 
win, but to simply survive as 
champion. Is this the mark of a 
great wrestler? Mr. Peters com- 
pared The Honky Tonk Man’s 
reign to that of Flair’s. Honky Tonk 
was a temble champion, and an 
analogy between the two only 
makes Flair look worse. 

In the absence of Blanchard and 
Anderson, Flair can redeem him- 
self. It's unlikely that without his 
Horsemen bodyguards he will be 
able to hold his title except by 
pinfall. But untl he proves that he 
can hold his title fairly, I'll continue 
to root for Randy Savage and Jerry 
Lawler—wrestling’s real champi- 
ons! 

BILL STRONG 
Bristol, CT 1 
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Rhodes’ friends help him celebrate his NWA World title victory in 1979. Stu Saks laments that this kind of 


camaraderie is lacking among today's wrestlers. 


pnonties than someone like, say, 
Dusty Rhodes. Rhodes began in 
the sport in the late-’60s, a time of 
social consciousness. Dusty expe- 
rienced the revolution spurred by 
racial unrest and the Vietnam war. 
Regardless of his own political 
bent, he was a product of the 
times and couldn't help but be af- 
fected by the times. In general, 
people cared about what was hap- 
pening to others. Today they care 
about how things that are happen- 
ing will affect them. “Would I 
have had any trouble recnuiting 
forces back then?” Dusty asks, re- 
peating my question. “There’s no 
need to answer in hypothetical 
terms. The answer is no.” 

Lex Luger and Sting and Nikita 
Koloff—and others—all give the 
appearance of being supportive of 
one another. After Luger’s appar- 
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ent title win over NWA champion 
Ric Flair at the Baltimore Bash, 
sting, Williams, and Koloff rushed 
into the ring for the victory cele- 
bration. It was a front. They were 
there because it would have 
looked bad for them if they 
weren't. Sure, they hugged Luger 
and shook his hand. But when the 
decision was tumed and Luger 
was ruled to have lost on cuts, 
there wasn’t a disappointed face 
among Lex’s friends. 

The path to Flair’s title was still 
clear. Now it was really time to 
celebrate. 

I remember 1979, when Dusty 
Rhodes won the NWA World title 
from Harley Race. The celebration 
in the dressing room was sponta- 
neous and sincere, There were no 
TV cameras around, just a bunch 
of guys—Don Serrano, Steve Keirn, 






Manny Fermandez, Jack Brisco, 
Buzz Sawyer—who were legiti- 
mately happy for their buddy. It 
was a precious moment when the 
boys surrounded “The Dream’ 
and poured their beers on his 
head. 

somehow I doubt that, once 
back in the dressing room and 
away from the TV cameras, there 
would have been much of a party 
for Luger had the decision gone 
his way. 

The NWA favorites should con- 
sider themselves lucky that The 
Four Horsemen appear to have 
self-destructed. As a group, they 
did little to force the situation. 

That is, except for Dusty 
Rhodes. He is from another gener- 
ation. A generation that has, I’m 
sad to say, gone the way of the 
dinosaurs. C) 





" November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stones include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stones include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Omdorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
January 1984/Siories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1964/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Ench, Sawyers. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- | 
Rhodes. 


ing, Von Ench, 
May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1984/Stories inctude: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

ust 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1994/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody, 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Ench, Steamboat. 
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JANUARY 1985. 


| January 1985/Stories include: Von 


Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kolotfs 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
rors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff, 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warnors, Martel, Rude. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 


Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
| May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 


Backiund, Santana, Rich. 


| June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes. 


Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
ies Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 


1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 

TION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Shek & Volkoff, McGraw, 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 
November 1985/Stones include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 


- Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 





Bl rur ReD-RoT WAR BETWEEN 
B® WTA ECLOFT G80 MAGSTS TA 


| In cuse of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: _ 


Janliary: 1996/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 


| Sammartino. 


February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 


March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martei. 


April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 


} Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
| | May 1986/Stones include: Zbyszko, Von 
| Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 


June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 


| nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
| July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 


Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Siories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Monerret, BO 


OCTOBER 1986 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Omdorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 





- | Taylor, 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 


| February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 


num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 


| March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 


Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 


| April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 


Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 
May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stones include: Fiair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 
July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
lofts, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 


} gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 


Yy 1988/Stones include: Nikita- 
armiors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demoiition. 
April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade '87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 
May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 
June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Fiair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 
July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering, 
September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Mid- 
night Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 


Janu 


BACK ISSUES OF xm 
Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
| for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don’t 
see Sy toca: 


PRs Ea) 





| THE. WRESTLER T.V. SPORTS ONLY 
ONOV82 (ocres OWULY88 #§ APREs BOX 48 a $3.00 EACH 
DEC@2 ONOVes (CAUGBS [MAYES ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 ; 
| [JAN 83 -) DEC 84 1) SEPT 86 ™ JUNE 88 3 
j CiFene3 WANs GOcTss = CiguLY 8s 
CA () FEB a5 2 1 AUG 88 ; 
: -JMAY83 ==) MAR8S5 C1 DEC 86 Ci SEPT 88 Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $ (U.S. FUNDS 
| JUNE 83 () APR 85 \ JAN 87 C] OCT 88 ONLY) as payment in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
O)JULY83 =) MAY 85 (0 FEB 87 C1 NOV 88 
[ AUGRS CLIONE RS 710 WAR G7 
C}SEPT83  []JULY85S [1 APR87 Nana 
|] Goctes = i auGes 0 MAY 87 
' (NOV63 [/SEPT85 {1 JUNE87 
(iDEC83 (\ocTes [J JULY 87 , 
| CJAN84 = NOV85 [AUG 87 Address ———— Apt_—____— 
| CMARs4 [)DECas Ci SEPT 87 
CAPR84 =) JAN86 (| OCT 87 City 
| Omaves (i FeBes 5 NOV 87 : — 
O)JUNE84 [| MARB6 0 DEC 87 
OJULY84 =|) APR 86 (2 JAN 88 S 
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for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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NWA has attempted a PPV show. 

But back to the announcement. 
| don't have to ask why NWA 
President Jim Crockett and WWF 
head Vince McMahon Jr. weren't 
sitting next to AWA President 
Stanley Blackburn, CWA promoter 
Jerry Jarrett, World Class official 
Frank Dusek, and POWW head 
David McLane. | know why: 
Crockett and McMahon continue 
to operate under the notion that 
they're stronger on their own, and 
that operating a business means 
never working with the competi- 
tion, even if it could strengthen 
both sides involved. 

So, with this in mind, let's ig- 
nore what a Ric Flair vs. Randy 
Savage—or Savage-Lawler, or 
Flair-Lawler—match would mean 
for the sport of professional wres- 
tling. That's not the point. Let's 
instead concentrate on what such 
a match would do for McMahon's 
and Crockett’s respective pocket- 
books. That's really the bottom 
line, not the good of the sport. 

Savage vs. Flair—or even bet- 
ter, Hulk Hogan vs. Flair—would 
easily fill a baseball or football sta- 
dium in any major wrestling area 
(New York, Detroit, Toronto, North 
Carolina, Georgia). The pay-per- 
view numbers would be phenom- 
enal. It would absolutely be the 
most lucrative card ever held in 
this country, far surpassing Wres- 
tleMania Ill. 

Savage and Flair wouldn't even 
have to put up their belts. Is there 
a wrestling fan that wouldn't pay 
to see a Savage-Flair or Hogan- 
Flair non-title match? And how 
about a one-day, non-title tourna- 
ment involving Savage, Flair, Ho- 
gan, Lawler, Lex Luger, Sting, 
and Kerry Von Erich? The poten- 
tial is staggering. The WWF's 
hunger for money and _ national 
attention would be satiated. 

Afterward, of course, the NWA 
and WWF could go right on ignor- 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 
(Continued from page 16) 


ing one another. Their brief alli- 
ance would be for the most self- 
ish of means: a quick, big payday. 
The NWA wouldn't have to ac- 
Knowledge that Bam Bam 
Bigelow was formerly in the 
WWF. The WWF wouldn't have to 
acknowledge that Ted DiBiase, 
The Midnight Rockers, Tully Blan- 
chard and Arn Anderson, and so 
many of its other big stars, were 
big stars before they came to the 
WWF. 

They'd return to the status quo 
with money in their pockets and a 






smile on the fans’ faces. 
Obviously, the AWA, World 
Class, and CWA heads have all 
realized that their potential for 
profit is stronger as a unit. And 
they're really not looking to com- 
pete with the NWA and WWF 
with SuperClash Ill. They're mere- 
ly trying to get in on the action. 
So, on Thanksgiving night, the 
WWF will present The Survivor 
Series on pay-per-view. Then on 
December 13, SuperClash Ill will 
be on pay-per-view. Finally, on 
December 26, the NWA will wrap 


WWF World champion Randy Savage has Andre the Giant trapped between the ropes. Dave 


Rosenbaum speculates that if Savage ever faced Ric Flair or Lawler, the match would be a 


phenomenal moneymaker. 


up this 32-day pay-fest with 
Starrcade ‘88. 

Three different shows, three dif- 
ferent sites, and a total waste of 
time when one big show would 
eclipse all three combined in 
terms of live gate, pay-per-view 
take, and money and _ interest 
generated. 

lf you want to watch all three 
shows, it will cost approximately 
$50. 

What a pair of pigneads McMa- 
hon and Crockett are. Imagine be- 
ing so bent on proving that no 
other federation exists—that the 
wrestling world revolves around 
the WWF or the NWA—+that not 
even the prospect of the biggest 
payday in the sport's history can 
make them change their ways. 
‘Meanwhile, the fans will eventual- 
ly get so frustrated watching the 
same wrestlers and the same 
matchups that they'll eventually 
switch to the other federations. 

I’m sick of watching Flair vs. 
Luger. If | never saw Savage-An- 
dre once, | wouldn’t have missed 
it. Hogan-Andre? Neither man can 
wrestle. I’ve seen Jake Roberts 
vs. Rick Rude, The Fantastics vs. 


The Sheepherders, and The Mid- | 


night Express vs. The Road War- 


riors dozens of times. Of course, | 


lve also seen plenty of Lawler- 
Von Erich matches, but the fact 
that they’re title vs. title matches 
keeps them new. 

And don’t we all want to see 
something new? 


Well, it looks like I’ve just wast- | 


ed about 750 words discussing 
something that will never happen. 


Fans have been clamoring for 


WWF vs. NWA _ matches for 
years, the press has demanded itt, 
but McMahon and Crockett have 
made no overtures to one 
another. 

That’s okay. 


lf | had to pick one of the three | 


pay-per-view cards to watch, it 
would be SuperClash Ill. 

The other two are just 
repeats. LI 
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724 Dulaney Valley Road 
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(301) 298-1325 
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WWF ACTION FIGURES BY, 
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A “New” Hulk Hogan D Honky Tonk Man 

B Demolition Ax E Ted DiBiase 

C Bam Bam Bigelow FF Hacksaw Jim Dugan 
G “New” Tito Santana 

H Rick Martel 

| One Man Gang 

J Koko B Ware 


K Kamala R The Referee 
L Jake the Snake Roberts S Slick 

M Adrian Adonis T Ken Patera 
N Vince McMahon 

O Outback Jack 

P Billy Jack Haynes 

Q Harley Race 
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OFF THE TOP ROPE 
(Continued from page 20) 





Don’t worry about The Road Warriors. Before long they'll have the NWA World tag team title and 


all doubts about their ability and toughness will be erased. The Midnight Express are very good, but 


the Warriors are still the greatest in the NWA. 


would find the competition challeng- 
ing, especially in the primary grades. 
Taylor has always vacilated between 
being a Wimpering Pansy and Cow- 
ardly Thug. ’'m confident he would 
find his niche in the schoolyard, where 
bigger is better, and where he’d out- 
weigh most of his opponents by 200 
pounds. 


Dear Ellner, 

I hate to destroy your favorite illu- 
sion, but The Road Warriors are a 
couple of spineless, soft-bellied wimps. 
The reason is simple: They have not 
wrestled a single match for the NWA 
World tag title since Starrcade 87, 
Since the Warriors are consistently rec- 
ognized as top contenders by both the 
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NWA and your magazine, The Legion 
of Doom certainly would encounter no 
trouble in obtaining a title shot. They 
want to be World champs, but Hawk 
and Animal are too frightened of Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson to chal- 
lenge them. So, they content them- 
selves by a series of boring feuds. My 
suggestion is that The Legion of Doom 
get their cowardly butts out of the 
NWA. 
PETE CARLUCCI 
Charlotte, NC 
Dear Pete, 

My favorite illusion is that my read- 
ers can walk and chew gum at the 
same time, a notion your letter quickly 
dispels. Undoubtedly, the Warriors 
covet the World tag team belts. It’s 


been their unpleasant experience, how- 
ever, to have their popularity and tal- 
ents exploited by greedy promoters 
who prefer to have the Warriors seek- 
ing the belts rather than defending 
them. Countless times the Warriors’ 
efforts in title matches have been 
thwarted by incompetent officiating 
and outright cheating by their oppo- 
nents. Ellering finally tired of the cha- 
rade and took his troops to Japan, 
where the trio captured the All-Japan 
International tag title in near-record 
time. To suggest Hawk and Animal 
fear Blanchard and Anderson is ab- 
surd, although proving it in light of the 
Horsemen’s defection to the WWF 
would be difficult. Not to fear: Now 
that the Warriors’ favorite whipping 
boys—The Midnight Express—hold 
the crown, I see The Legion of Doom 
wrestling for—and capturing—the belts 
in the very near future. 


Dear Eddie, 

Two questions: Do you think The 
Megapowers could defeat Sting and 
Lex Luger? How do you think Ulti- 
mate Warrior would fare against 
Sting? 

KEVIN CALOCA 
Half Moon Bay, CA 
Dear Kevin, 

One answer: Sting would be on the 
winning side in both matches. Sting 
has complemented his weightroom 
training with an exacting repertoire of 
scientific maneuvers. Ultimate Warrior 
has remained a lump of muscle, the 
thickest being the one between his ears. 
Sting would simply outsmart and out- 
class his former tag team partner. 
Though Savage would match up well 
against Sting or Luger (don’t think 
Vince McMahon doesn’t salivate at the - 
thought of such encounters), Hulk Ho- 
gan would be unable to keep pace with 
either challenger. Both are stronger, 
faster, and smarter than the ex-cham- 
pion. Hogan’s ego (read: his fear of 
embarrassment) would make the match 
worth watching, but in the end look 
for the NWA boys to prevail. C] 





Inside 





November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 


January 1981/Stories btaes Race, 
snuka, Morales, Slate 

April 1961/ Stones inchuce: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr, Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 


March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 


lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 


September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, | P= 


Piper, Lawer, Brody. 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 


dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 

February 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 

ivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 
July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 

bite, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

st 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dos Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. ead 


September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 

zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: fais al 

ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes 

November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 

gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 

enero! 1983/Stories include: Von 
Ench, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 

boat, Superstar, Windham. 
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AUGUST 1984 _ 


May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., idol, Spoiler. 
september 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 


| Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper 
§ November 1984/Stories include: 


Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
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Nacenbar 1984/Stories nclde. Ho- 


| gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum | 


T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
1985/Stories include: Rich, 


Adams, Valiant, Flair. 


| March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
| Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include; Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 


| July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 


Erich, Nikita, Warriors, 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
september 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 


November 1985/Stories include: Stearn- 


| boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
| | December 1985/Stories include: San- 
> || tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 


1986/Stories include: Steam- 


~ | January 
® ff boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
_ 9 February 1986/Stories include: R'n'A 
| Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 

| 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
R , Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n' Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestie- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 


| October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 


November 1986/Stories include: War- 
nors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 


j gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 


BACK ISSUES 0 | EEE 

Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 

Flair, Piper, T.A., T 

February 1987/Stories include Hogan- 
Piper-Omdorff, Taylor, Flai 

March 1987/Stories ide Flair, 

Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 

Steamboat, Eliering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Pblatchas & 


June 1987/Stories include: Pi 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, pero 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
likita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette, 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&A Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk. 
October 1987/Stories include: R&A Ex- 


| press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler 


November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 


| December 1987/Stories include: Free- 


birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Sa 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Am. veer 
March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Fiair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biaxe, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&A Express, Baby Doll. 


| July 1988/Stories include: F Ve 
| age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
| Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 


1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 


November 1988/Stories include; Kerry 
vs. Lawler, Windham, Luger, Muraco. 


December 1988/Stories include: Pow- 
ers of Pain, Ultimate, Flair, Piper. 
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Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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FAST & FURIOUS 
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Order all 5 for $65. 


VIOLENCE Is GOLDEN 

5 Volumes $15. ea. or ALL 5 for 
$65. 

MERCHANTS OF MENACE 
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For a complete list of these 
Titles and many more send $1. & 


| EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET r 
The wrestler with the Million 

Dollar Warerobe presents “Shake = | 
Wrestle *N’ Roll" Music Video- | 
Now Only $15. 


| “Shake Wrestle'N 'Roll” 
| The Record Album , . .38. 
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NEW! Multi Colored 
| T-SHIRTS Designed by Exotic 
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& Handling on All Orders to 
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RINGSIDE 
(Continued from page 10) 


Road Warriors? Animal, Hawk, 
and Peavl Ellering seem meaner 
and angrier than ever as they try to 
win the NWA World tag belts from 
The Midnight Express. “At this 
point, we'll do anything to win, no 
matter who we have to step over, 
beat up, or spit on,” Animal said. 
“There's no good and bad in this. It’s 
just The Legion Of Boom looking to 
get what it wants—at any and all 
costs.” 

The WWC Universal title, vacated 
when champion Herevles Ayala hit 
Carlos Colon’s wife, will be filled in a 
three-night tournament set to take 
place October 15, November 23, and 


December 17. Scheduled to compete 
are Chris Adams, Abdullah the 
Butcher, Ron Garvin, TNT, Eddie 
Gilbert, The Iron Sheik, and Co- 
ion. Ayala has been banned from the 
tournament. 

The AWA has taken over World 
Class’ daily 4:00-5:00 p.m. slot on 
ESPN ... Brad Armstrong left the 
NWA, presumably to wrestle in the ~ 
Continental area ... IWGP champion 
Tetsumi Fujinami is scheduled for a 
tour of the World Class, CWA, and 
AWA areas; Fujinami might also ap- 
pear on the December 13 
SuperClash Ill card in Chicago ... 
Kevin and Kerry Von Erich be- 





Brad Armstrong backflips Barry Windham. Armstrong has left the NWA for Continental, where he 
has wrestled with his father, Bob. 


ware! Super Black Ninja has 
learned the Von Erichs’ iron claw and 
plans to use it on them. Kevin recent- 
ly returned to the ring after suffering 
from post-concussion syndrome. 
The most surprising aspect of 
Tully Blanchard and Arn Ander 
son's arrival in the WWF was their 
decision to sign Bobby Heenan as 
their manager. It had initially been 
rumored that Tully and Arm, disgust- 


ed by their problems with J.J. Dillon | 


in the NWA, would not take on a 
manager. But Heenan’s track record 
of getting title matches for his men— 
he recently signed King Hakw to a 
series against Randy Savage— 
probably weighed in his favor. Tully 
and Arn are now known as The 
Brainbusters. 

Here’s the card for the December 
13 SuperClash Ill card in Chicago, as 
of press time: World Class champ 
Kerry Von Erich vs. AWA World 
champ Jerry Lawler; Sgt. Slaugh- 


ter vs. Col. DeBeers in a boot camp | 


match; WCCW Texas champ ike 
man Parsons vs. Brickhouse 
Brown, The Gwerreros vs. The 
RPMs and Cactus Jack; A 10-dirl 
street-fight battle royal; Jimmy Val- 


lant vs. Jeff Jarret?; and The Top | 


Guns and Wendi Richter vs. Bad 


Company and Madusa Miceli. As 


an added attraction, promoters are 
negotiating a super-heavyweight bat- 
tle royal in which all competitors will 
be over 300 pounds! Included will be 
Abdullah the Butcher, 
Humongous, former NFL and Dallas 


Cowboy great Harvey Martin, | 





Crusher Blackwell, Cousin Luke, 
The Avalanche, and others. 

Bam Bam Bigelow and Terry 
“Bamm Bamm'’ Gordy wrestled to 
a double-disqualification in the “Battle 
of the Bam Bams” in Chicago .. 
Ondi Austin won the Windy Cities 
women’s title from Candi Devine . . 
Chris Benoit and Lance Idol are | 
after the Stampede International tag 
belts held by Jerry Morrow and 
The Cuban Assassins, a.k.a. The 
Cuban Commandos. 

That's all for now. See you at the 
matches! ( 
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of Windham as a wrestler since he 
joined The Four Horsemen? 

STING: The how many Horsemen? 
The last time | looked, there were only 
two Horsemen, Craig. That stable’s 
getting a litte thin, wouldn’t you say? 
(laughs) Anyway, Windham has always 
been a championship-caliber wrestler, 
and during interviews he’s developed a 
real talent for bragging about himself. 
He’s big, strong, and knowledgeable. 
He’s been able to counter some of my 
best maneuvers, But to me he shows a 
real lack of confidence. 
RODRIGUEZ: Why do you say that? 
STING: Because he keeps using those 
other two to get him out of trouble, 
and it’s really embarrassing. | know | 
sound like a broken record about this 
stuff, but the whole Horsemen deal is 
getting really old, don’t you think? 
I'm tired of it, the fans are tired of it, 
and | think the NWA officials have 
had a bellyful of ‘em by now, too. It’s 
time for the young lions like myself, 
Luger, and Nikita Koloff to claim the 
belts around here. If we can get all the 
belts away from Dillon, chances are 
he’ll just shrivel up and fly away. 
ROSENBAUM: \t looks like Koloff 
may be busy with other things, 
though. He and his uncle, Ivan, have 
reconciled their family ties. They've 
vowed to rid wrestling of Paul Jones 
and his Russians. 

STING: \sn’‘t that great? I’m not the 
kind of guy who gets choked up about 
a lot of things, but when I saw Nikita 
and Ivan embrace on TV a few weeks 
ago, | had a lump in my throat the 
size of a California grapefruit. They 
say that blood is thicker than water, 
but nothing is thicker than Paul Jones. 
He’s gonna find out that those Russian 
Assassin geeks of his are no match for 
the sheer power of two enraged Ko- 
loffs. | can’t wait to see it happen! 
RODRIGUEZ: A lot of fans around 
the world can’t wait to see you in 
action. We understand that you have 
a trip to Japan coming up. 

STING: That's right, Andy. | figured 
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PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 31) 


that since my reputation has improved 
here in the U.S., | should give myself a 
taste of international competition. 
Then I'll really know if I’m truly a part 
of wrestling’s elite circle, so to speak. 
PETERS: Many fans here at home 
think you are overdue for entering 
the elite circle of NWA champions. 
Are you disappointed that you 
haven’t won a major singles belt yet? 
STING: Not really. | consider 1988 a 
very significant year in my develop- 
ment. How many guys as young as me 
have accomplished so much in such a 
short period of time? I’m very proud 






of what I’ve done so far, but I'm ma- 
ture enough to be cautious about it. 
One thing that has ruined the careers 
of a lot of young wrestlers is patience, 
or, actually, the lack of it. Too many 
guys have gone too far too soon, and 
they burn out. Look at Tommy Rich, 
for example. Tommy is still a great 
wrestler, but back in 1981 he was the 
hottest thing going. He won the NWA 
title, but kept it for only a few days, 
and he ‘never came close to winning it 
again. When / win the title, I’ll keep it 
for a /ong time. 

ROSENBAUM: You appear to covet 
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Sting flips Mike Rotundo, Because Rotundo is such a good scientific wrestler, Sting improves his own 
skills everytime he wrestles him. Sting wishes that Windham would wrestle more scientifically and not 


resort to such tactics as using a loaded glove. 


the U.S. title more than the World 
title at this point in time. 
STING: As funny as this may sound, 
that’s true. I've developed a taste for 
the U.S. title. Nobody has really paid 
back Windham for turning against Lex 


Luger a few months ago, mainly be — 


cause Lex has been busy trying to win 
the World title from Flair. But Barry’s 
got to learn a very valuable lesson— 
you never turn away from your friends 
and the fans. He may think he’s a big- 


time champion now, but | think I’ve | 


figured him out. 

RODRIGUEZ: Have you figured out 
that clawhold of his? He’s managed 
to keep you at bay in several match- 
es because of that devastating grip. 
STING: That's because I'm firmly con- 
vinced he loads that black glove of his. 
Think about it—if he really has that 
kind of strength in his hands, why 
does he need that glove? It’s only be- 
cause he’s got some kind of steel or 
wood or something near the fingers, 
that’s why! When he puts it on me, 
the most painful part of my head isn’t 
my temples, but my forehead. C’mon, 
Barry—you can do better than that! 
I'm really gonna be on the ref to 
check that thing out the next time we 
wrestle. 

PETERS: Even though Windham has 
been effective with that hold, he 
hasn‘t been able to break your scor- 
pion leglock in any of the matches 
between you. 

STING: Never has, never will. | firmly 
believe that my leglock will never be 
broken by anybody. An added advan- 
tage for me are those big legs of 
Barry’s, which make it even easier to 
apply once | wear him down. All | 
need now is the chance to get it on 
him in the center of the ring without 
anybody running in on me. But like | 
said before, I’ve got a plan to take 
care of that. 

PETERS: Well, thank you for the in- 


terview, Sting, and good luck in win- | 


ning the U.S. title. 

STING: No sweat, boys. Just remem- 
ber what | told you—my day is com- 
ing soon. If | can’t beat Windham, I’m 
gonna beat Flair. That’s a personal 
guarantee. Owwwwwwww! L] 
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After Von Erich’s grueling match 
in Cleveland, he began to feel nau- 
seated and weak. Later on that eve- 
ning, he checked himself into 
Cleveland's Southwest Suburban 
Hospital. The next day, he was 
transferred to Baylor Medical Cen- 
ter in Dallas, where he stayed until 
September 12. It was soon learned 
that Von Erich was suffering from 
post-concussion syndrome, a poten- 
tially dangerous affliction that 
causes loud ringing in the ears as 
well as a great deal of pain. 

Von Erich’s condition is not only 
threatening his career—it could pos- 
sibly endanger his life. It was dis- 
covered that he had suffered a 
number of small concussions during 
his college football and pro wres- 
tling careers. Additional blows to 
the head could send him back to 
the hospital once again. 

“| had no idea he was sick,” said 
a flustered Jean Simpkins of Dallas, 
a regular at Sportatorium cards. 
“Frankly, | thought he looked better 
than ever the past few months. But 
if he’s not entirely healthy, he 
should stay away, at least for a 
while. Don't get me wrong—l'd 
love to see him wrestle again. But 
even legends have to call it quits 
sometime.” 

The Von Erich legend began 
when veteran Fritz Von Erich led 
sons Kevin, David, Kerry, and Mike 
into the World Class wrestling 
scene in the late '70s and early ‘80s. 
Texas wrestling would never be the 


same. Each member of this charis- | 


matic, talented “family captured 
more than his share of titles and 
hearts. The Von Erichs and the fans 
were a match made in heaven. 
Unfortunately, tragedy would 
strike. In 1984, David Von Erich 
died while on a tour of Japan. In 
1987, Mike Von Erich committed 


suicide after a lengthy bout with_ 


illness. In 1986, Kerry Von Erich 
suffered a host of injuries as the 
result of a motorcycle accident. 
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KEVIN VON ERICH 
(Continued from page 45) 


—— 
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Kevin Von Erich appears stunned after smashing Adrian Street into the ring apron. After this match 


in Cleveland, Kevin 


checked himself into a local hospital. He was suffering from post-concussion 


syndrome, a consequence of many grueling ring battles. 


Kevin and Kerry battled back 
from these personal adversities to 
become better wrestlers than ever, 
and they both reached new heights 
during 1988. Kerry captured the 
World Class championship after re- 
covering from his many injuries, 
Kevin won the Texas champion- 
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Kevin is carried out of the ring on a stretcher. 
Fans who deeply care about Kevin don't want to 
see this scene repeated. 


ship, and they both held the World 
Class tag team title. 

It had been a year of unparal- 
leled glory—until late summer. A 
broken toe on Kevin's right foot led 
to the loss of his Texas title August 
5 in Dallas. World Class officials al- 
lowed Kerry to substitute for his 
injured brother against Iceman Par- 
sons, but the interference of Gen. 
Skandor Akbar gave Parsons an,un- 
deserved victory—and Kevin's belt. 

After the toe healed, Von Erich 
seemed to be on the verge of win- 
ning back the Texas belt in several 
thrilling rematches against Parsons. 
Then Kevin's physical problems 
ground everything to a halt. 

“Ive got to come back,” Von 
Erich said recently. “I have some 
big scores to settle with people like 
Akbar, Parsons, and Buddy Roberts. 
I can't let them ruin World Class for 
all the people I love out there.” 

That love has been reciprocated 
a million times over. The fans’ con- 
cerns for Kevin were evident from 
the beginning of his illness. Cards, 
letters, and flowers flooded his Bay- 


lor hospital room, even though no 
official announcement had been 
made about his injury. 

‘I've been following the Von 
Erichs ever since they started out,” 
said 64-year-old Marge Grant, one 
of the many who sent flowers. “I've 


stood by them through all of their | 
troubles. Now Kevin is injured, and | 
they shouldn't allow him to come | 
back if he’s not at full strength. | 


From what I understand, post-con- 
cussion syndrome is nothing to 
mess with.” 

There is the chance that with 
rest and the proper rehabilitation, 
Von Erich could return to wrestling 
with no loss of strength or ability. 
However, there is also the possibility 
that he could return and injure him- 
self again, perhaps more severely. 
His fans are unanimous in demand- 
ing that Von Erich retire if there is 
any chance, however small, that he 
could suffer further damage. 

“It happens to the best of ’em,” 
explained Bollings. “Sandy Koufax 


was the greatest left-handed pitcher | 


of all time, but his career was cut 
short because of arthritis. It would 
be no shame for Von Erich to quit 


if he’s hurting, but it would be a | 
tragedy if he stayed and did himself | 


even more harm.” 

‘I've got great memories of 
watching Kevin wrestle,” said 
Simpkins, her eyes growing misty. 
“He's won the World Class title, the 
tag team title, and the six-man title. 
The man has done it all. Hey, all of 
Texas loves the Von Erichs, but we 
don’t want any more tragedies. I'd 
rather have my happy memories of 


Kevin than more sad ones about | 


the Von Erich family.” 

The fans have made their feel- 
ings clear. The next move is up to 
Kevin. At 30, he faces the most 
agonizing decision of his career, 
and the fans are praying that he 
makes the right choice. These loyal 
supporters have shared in all the 
joys and sorrows of the Von Erich 
family. They'd rather see him quit 
than see their cheers turn to tears 


once again. jp! 
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This special feature is for all fans who want to know who won and who lost ... and how. Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated will print eyewitness reports from correspondents who attend the matches. 
If you’d like to have your correspondent report printed in the world’s largest-selling wrestling 
magazine, send it to: Arena Report; PWI, Box 48; Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 





BALTIMORE ARENA (Baltimore): Rick Morton, Brad 
Armstrong, & Ron Simmons defeated The Sheepherders 
& Larry Zbyszko ... The Fantastics downed Russian 
Assassin I & Ivan Koloff ... Nikita Koloff thrashed Rip 
Morgan ... Steve Williams lost to Mike Rotundo by 
disqualification ... Dick Murdoch beat Kevin Sullivan 
by disqualification ... Sting & Dusty Rhodes defeated 
Barry Windham & Al Perez when Sting pinned Perez... 
The Midnight Express wrestled to a double-disqualifica- 
tion with Tully Blanchard & Am Anderson ... Lex 
Luger defeated Ric Flair by disqualification. 

—Rhoda Hall 


BURLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL GYM (Burlington, IA): 
D.J. Peterson thrashed Sandy Beach ... The Hart Foun- 
dation defeated The Rougeau Brothers . . . Sherri Martel 
beat Rockin’ Robin ... Sam Houston downed Mike 
George ... Don Muraco defeated Greg Valentine by 
disqualification. 


—jJames Kuster 


CAPITAL CENTRE (Landover, MD): Big Bossman 
‘squashed Jim Powers ... Iron Mike Sharpe pinned 
Tommy Angel . _ Warlord & Barbarian thrashed The 
Bolsheviks . . Brutus Beefcake defeated Ron Bass by 
disqualification ... Jake Roberts pinned Rick Rude... 
Curt Hennig beat Jim Brunzell ... King Haku destroyed 
Koko B. Ware ... Hulk Hogan pinned Ted DiBiase. 
—Kimberly A. Murphy 


CIVIC CENTER (Philadelphia); Ron Simmons pinned 
Agent Steele ... Rick Morton defeated Curtis Thomp- 
... Nikita Koloff defeated Mike Rotundo ... The 
Fantastics & Brad Armstrong defeated Rick Steiner, 
Larry Zbyszko, & Al Perez ... The Road Warriors de- 
stroyed Russian Assassin I & Rip Morgan . . Dusty 
Rhodes defeated Kevin Sullivan in a dog collar chain 
match ... The Midnight Express beat Tully Blanchard & 

Am Anderson ... Ric Flair downed Lex Luger. 
—Billy Lallone 


CIVIC CENTER (Peoria, IL): Terry Taylor pinned Lanny 
Poffo ... The Blue Blazer crushed Barry Horowitz ... 
Jim Brunzell lost to Curt Hennig ... Bad News Brown 
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pinned Koko B. Ware ... Hacksaw Duggan defeated 
Ted DiBiase ... Duggan (substituting for Jake Roberts) 
pinned Rick Rude. 

—Josh Thurston 


CYPRESS CENTRE (Medicine Hat, Alberta): Beef Wel- 
lington pinned Goldie Rogers ... Steve Blackman de- 
stroyed Gary Albright ... Cowboy Lang beat Sky Low 
Low in a midget match ... Bruce Hart defeated Johnny 
Smith by countout ... Chris Benoit & Lance Idol defeat- 
ed The Cuban Commandos in a nontitle match .. 
Makhan Singh lost by disqualification to Steve DiSalvo 
when Albnght interfered. 

—Dwayne Soper 


GREENSBORO COLISEUM (Greensboro, NC): Mike 
Rotundo & Rick Steiner defeated The Italian Stallion & 
Brad Armstrong ... Steve Williams pinned Rip Morgan 
... The Russian Assassins defeated Nikita Koloff & 
Rick Morton by disqualification ... The Road Warriors 
destroyed The Sheepherders ... Dusty Rhodes beat Al 
Perez in a dog collar chain match ... The Midnight 
Express beat The Fantastics ... Barry Windham lost to 
Sting by disqualification ... Lex Luger beat Ric Flair by 
disqualification. 

—R.B. Smith Jr. 


JOHNSON/HAGOOD STADIUM (Charleston, SC): The 
Fantastics defeated Mike Rotundo & Rick Steiner ... 
The Road Warriors beat The Midnight Express in a non- 
tile match ... Steve Williams pinned Rip Morgan ... 
Lex Luger & Sting defeated Barry Windham & Ric Flair 
by disqualification ... Nikita Koloff beat Russian Assas- 
sin I by disqualification ... The Sheepherders trounced 
Italian Stallion & Curtis Thompson. 

—Russell Infinger 


LOUISVILLE GARDENS (Louisville, KY): Ricky Rice & 
John Paul defeated Terry Adonis & The Beast ... Ron 
Garvin pinned Scott Steiner ... Kerry Von Erich pinned 
Gary Young ... Greg Gagne beat Mike Enos ... Wendi 
Richter & Magnificent Mimi defeated Madusa Miceli & 
Sylvia ... Bad Company downed Nature’s Best... The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express downed Terry Adonis & The 








Iceman Parsons lost to Michael Hayes by 
Steve Cox pinned Terry Garvin ... 
Soldat Ustinov & Teijho Khan defeated Sgt. Slaughter & 


disqualification ... 


Keith Eric when Col. DeBeers interfered ... Wahoo 
McDaniel and Manny Fernandez battled to a double- 
countout ... Chavo, Hector, & Mando Guerrero defeat- 
ed The Rock ? n’ Roll RPMs & The Hangman ... Col. 
DeBeers destroyed Alan Reynolds ... The Samoan Swat 
Team demolished Shawn Baxter & Ray Odyssey ... 
Jerry Lawler pinned Terry Adonis ... Robert Fuller & 
Jimmy Golden lost to Bill Dundee & Brickhouse Brown 
by disqualification ... Jeff Jarrett, The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express, & The Top Guns beat Cactus Jack Foley, Bad 
‘Company, & The Rock ’n’ Roll RPMs ... Kerry Von 
Erich & Michael Hayes battled Jerry Lawler & Jimmy 
Valiant to a double-countout. 

—Gary W. Durham 


McLEAN COUNTY FAIR (Bloomington, IL): El Bracero 
pinned LeRoy Redbone ... Little Coco pinned Little 
Tokyo ... Dick the Bruiser & Calypso Jim downed Jer- 
ry Graham Jr. & The Great Wojo when Bruiser pinned 
Wojo ... Abdullah the Butcher and Jules Strongbow 
battled to a double-countout . . Sgt. Slaughter pinned 
The Russian 

—Tom Robey 


MEMORIAL STADIUM (Newfoundland, Canada): 
Frenchy Martin pinned Richard Charland ... Lanny 
Poffo beat D.J. Peterson ... Hillbilly Jim defeated Terry 
Taylor .. . Sherri Martel pinned Rockin’ Robin .. . King 
Halu lost to Tito Santana by disqualification ... Warlord 
& Barbarian crushed The Bolsheviks. 

—Bill Taylor 


MERRITON COMMUNITY CENTRE (St. Catherine, On- 
tario): Bad Company defeated The Top Guns ... Greg 
Gagne defeated Jerry Lawler by disqualification ... Wa- 
hoo McDaniel defeated Manny Fernandez ... Sat. 
Slaughter pinned Soldat Ustinov .. . Slaughter also won a 
$10,000 battle royal. 

—Mike Koros 


THE OMNI (Atlanta): Lex Luger beat Ric Flair by dis- 
qualification ... Barry Windham lost to Sting by disquali- 
fication ... Dusty Rhodes destroyed Kevin Sullivan in a 
dog collar chain match ... The Midnight Express defeat- 
ed The Fantastics ... Russian Assassin I beat Ivan 
Koloff. 

—Patricia McGuire 


PHILADELPHIA SPECTRUM (Philadelphia): Barry Ho- 
rowitz pinned D.J. Peterson ... Curt Hennig pinned B. 
Brian Blair ... Jim Powers beat Iron Mike Sharpe . 
Big Bossman pinned Ken Patera ... The Hart Founda- 
tion beat Jacques & Raymond Rougeau by disqualifica- 
tion ... Demolition downed The British Bulldogs ... 
Bad News Brown pinned Junkyard Dog ... Randy Sav- 
age defeated Ted DiBiase in a steel cage match. 
—Ken Marchesani 


RICHMOND COLISEUM (Richmond, VA): Dusty 
Rhodes blasted Russian Assassin I... Barry Windham 
beat Steve Williams by countout ... Arn Anderson & 
Tully Blanchard battled The Midnight Express to a dou- 
ble-countout ... Sting demolished Al Perez ... The 
Road Warriors beat Mike Rotundo & Rick Steiner . 
Nikita Koloff, Brad Armstrong, & Rick Morton defeated 
The Sheepherders & Rip Morgan ... Ron Simmons 
wrestled to a draw against Larry Zbyszko. _ 

—Chris Lane 


SCURRY COUNTY COLISEUM (Snyder, TX): Manuel 
Villalobos and Black Bart wrestled to a draw ... The 
Beast defeated Steven Casey ... Bill Irwin beat Jimmy 
Jack Funk ... Steve Cox & Kendall Windham downed 
The Samoan Swat Team ... Kerry Von Erich pinned 
Iceman Parsons. 

—jimmie Sturdivant 


WESTCHESTER COUNTY CENTER (White Plains, NY): 
Paul Roma pinned Barry Horowitz ... George Skaaland 
pinned Lanny Poffo ... One Man Gang squashed Ken 
Patera ... Hacksaw Duggan defeated Dino Bravo ... 
The Rockers outlasted The Conquistadors. 

—Louils Amen 
FOS AES gS LETC aE SRST TEER EE LOT FOLENS) 
RECAP: Dusty Rhodes emerged as the clear winner of 
his bloody series of dog collar chain matches against Al 
Perez and Kevin Sullivan ... Upset of the month: Barry 
Horowitz pinned former Central States champion D.J. 
Peterson in Philadelphia ... Sgt. Slaughter has returned 
to the AWA; already he is embroiled in a violent feud 
with Col. DeBeers ... The Road Warriors seem virtually 
unstoppable; can they ride this new wave of hostile mo- 
mentum to the NWA World belts? ... Former AWA 
World champion Curt Hennig is undefeated since join- 
ing the WWF ... Lex Luger has captured a number of 
disqualification decisions over NWA World champion 
Ric Flair, but remains a pinfall away from capturing the 
title. 0 
SYS Pe ee 
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Pence Mr Nice Guy for The Road Wartors, who want 
immediate title shots. 
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THE ROAD WARRIORS: 





"NO MORE FRIENDS”’ 


Turn Against Dusty Rhodes, Sting; 
Vow To Destroy Midnights 


By BILL APTER 

NORFOLK, VA—In a stunning de- 
velopment, The Road Warriors vowed 
to annihilate Sting, Dusty Rhodes, and 
anyone else who stands in their way on 
the road to the NWA World tag team 
championship. 

‘‘No more friends,’’ said Road War- 
rior Animal. ‘‘From now on, the only 
people I’m counting on are Hawk and 
Paul [Ellering]. We’ve been in the 
NWA for three years, and everybody 
knows that we're the best tag team in 
the world. So how come | can count 


on my hands the number of title shots 
they’ve given us?”’ 

“That’s right!’’ screamed Hawk. 
**All this time we’ve been friends with 
Dusty Rhodes, but we’ve gotten moth- 
ing. Now all the fans are going wild 
over Sting like he was something new. 
Well, we’ve been painting our faces for 
years, and we can do more than he’s 
ever done. And as for The Midnight 
Express, they’re dead meat, brother. 
Their belts are ours.” 

“The Legion of Doom’s’’ stunning 
attack on Rhodes and Sting should 


come as no surprise to longtime ob- 
servers of the sport. The Warriors have 
been one of the most dangerous teams 
in wrestling since their 1983 debut, and 
have always had rulebreaking tenden- 
cles. Now they’re frustrated by both 
their inability to win the World tag 
team belts and a lack of title shots. 
“It was time for drastic measures,”’ 
said manager Paul Ellering. ‘‘But let 
me point out that The Road Warriors 
haven’t changed the way they’re gonna 
wrestle. They’ve just changed their atti- 
tude. We’re taking no prisoners.” 








Ronnie Garvin: 
“Suspend Lawler!”’ 


By ANDY RODRIGUEZ 

MEMPHIS, TN—Moments after 
AWA World champion Jerry Lawler 
was disqualified in his match against 
TV champ Ronnie Garvin for throw- 
ing fire, Garvin held an impromptu 
press conference and called for 
Lawler’s suspension. 

“J don’t understand it,’’ Garvin 
said. “‘What he did is not only against 
the rules, but was extremely dangerous. 
I have these burns on my chest, and he 
still has his World championship. But 
the thing that gets me the most is that 
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Ronnie Garvin doesn't think Jerry Lawler should 
be allowed to throw fire. 


when Eddie Gilbert throws fire, he gets 
suspended. But Lawler is allowed to 
get away with it!” 

Garvin was treated for the burns af- 
terward while Lawler defended his 
actions. 

“I don’t think I have to apologize to 
a man like Ronnie Garvin for anything 
I do,”’ said Lawler. ‘‘He’s turned his 
back on the fans, he used a foreign 
object to win that belt of his, and he 
needed to be put in his place. Maybe 
this will make him think about what 
he’s done.”’ 

Garvin, known as “Hands of 
Stone,”’ says he isn’t sure he wants a 
rematch against Lawler. ‘‘I’m not sure 
it’s worth getting burned for,’’ he said. 








Rick Rude 


By STU SAKS 

FT. WAYNE, IN—Rick Rude had 
the tables turned on his “Rude Awak- 
ening’ here following a match with 
Tito Santana, and now a hot feud 
looms between the WWF rivals. 

After Santana and Rude battled to a 
20-minute draw, Santana returned to 
the ring when Rude chose a woman 
from the audience to kiss. Tito drop- 
kicked Rude through the ropes, 
grabbed the woman, and kissed her on 
the lips. Santana then stood over her 
and mockingly performed Rude’s pel- 


Rude-Santana Feud Imminent 





vic shake. Meanwhile, Rude and 
Heenan watched in horror at ringside. 

This series of events capped a bad 
evening for Rude. Earlier that night, 
Rude was pinned by archrival Jake 
Roberts after Roberts’ wife Cheryl 
slapped him and spit in his face. 

But it now appears that the Rude- 
Roberts feud might be drawing to a 
close. Roberts has effectively gained re- 
venge on Rude for his advances on 
Cheryl and is looking to take the next 
step toward the World or Interconti- 
nental title. 





Paul E., Hogan Can’t Come To Terms 


By BOB SMITH 

CHICAGO—Manager Paul E. Dan- 
gerously and former WWF World 
champion Hulk Hogan had a planned 
but unannounced meeting at the Rad- 
dison Suite Hotel at Chicago Airport. 
According to Wrestling Enquirer 
sources, however, the meeting ended 
without an agreement. 

The purpose of the meeting remains 
unclear, but Dangerously became dis- 
gusted after 15 minutes and walked 
away from Hogan. 

‘‘What the hell do I need him for?” 
Dangerously said later. ‘‘He doesn’t 


even have a title anymore. | told him 
how I could get it for him, but, of 
course, he didn’t want to listen.” 

Dangerously is still upset over Eddie 
Gilbert’s decision to go to the NWA 
alone and said he now plans to go 
elsewhere on his own. 

“If Gilbert thinks he doesn’t need 
me, after all I’ve done for him, he’s 
damn wrong,” said Dangerously. “I’m 
gonna do something that’s gonna 
make Gilbert wish he’d never left me.’’ 

There have been confirmed reports 
that Dangerously is negotiating with 
the WWF. 
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MOscow, RUSSIA 
Ivan Koloff has been officially reprimanded 
by Soviet sports officials here following his 
decision to reunite with his nephew Nikita. 
The younger Koloff was reprimanded two 
years ago after deciding to wrestle in 
Magnum T.A.’s honor. ‘*This is a 
reprehensible action,’* read the translation 
of a telegram received by Ivan. “‘You have 
been warned several times that your fight 
must be with the people and not with your 
condemned former nephew. If your actions 
continue, you risk permanent exile from the 
Soviet Union.” 

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 
Former WWC Universal champion Hercules 
Ayala, banned from the three-night 
tournament for the vacant title for his attack 
on Carlos Colon’s wife, told Wrestling 
Enquirer that he is considering a lawsuit 
against WWC officials. “They might have a 
right to take that belt away from me, but 
they have no right to keep me from entering 
the tournament,’” Ayala said. ““The WWC 
officials are doing everything they can to 
make sure that their hero Colon wins the 
title, even though he doesn’t deserve it. They 
are denying the true champion.”’ 
TOKYG, JAPAN 
Danny Spivey and Johnny Ace are among 
the teams entered for All-Japan’s upcoming 
tag team tournament, scheduled for late 
November here. Stan Hansen and Terry 
Gordy, Tiger Mask and Jimmy Snuka, 
Abdullah the Butcher and Tiger Jeet Singh, 
and All-Japan International tag team 
champs Jumbo Tsuruta and Yoshiaki Yatsu 
are also expected to compete. 





Each month, Pro Wrestling Illustrated will conduct a poll 
on a controversial issue in the sport today. The results present a 
multifaceted view of public opinion that offers valuable insights into the 


views of your fellow fans 





THE SUBJECT: 
 KOLOFF CONNECTION 


N RUSSIAN THERE'S an axiom 
I similar to one in English: Kroff 
tolche vodi. Translated, this means, 
“blood is thicker than water.”’ It’s an 
old folk saying that’s gaining more 
and more meaning for Ivan and 
Nikita Koloff. 

September 7 may not be Pear! 
Harbor day, but for Ivan Koloff, Sep- 
tember 7 will certainly live in infamy. 
It was on that day at The Clash Of 
Champions Ill in Albany, Georgia, 
that lvan was betrayed—and brutally 
beaten—by his ex-manager Paul 
Jones and former friends The Rus- 
sian Assassins. 

At the close of his Russian chain 
match against Rick Morton, lvan 
found himself receiving the punches 
of his manager and countrymen. 
Then, bolting rapidly from the dress- 
ing room, lvan’s nephew—and lonc- 
time adversary—rushed to the ring. 
Had Nikita opted to forget the past in 
favor of the kroff tolche vodi ? Had 
lvan found a new ally? 

Not really. 

As-the fans cheered Nikita and 
lvan looked hopeful, it became obvi- 
ous that the younger Koloff had 
rushed to the ring only to save his 
friend Rick Morton. The re-unification 
of the Koloffs would have to wait. 

That unification did occur the next 
week in Fayetteville, North Carolina, 
as Nikita defended Ivan from another 
attack by The Russian Assassins and 
extended a hand of friendship and 
family to his uncle, who accepted. 

The incident brings forth many 
questions. First, should Nikita trust 
lvan? After all, until only recently, 
lvan was a vicious and proud mem- 
ber of Paul Jones’ army. Then again, 
should /van trust Nikita ? They are 
from different generations. In Russia, 
more than in any other country, inter- 
nal change occurs not between ethnic 
groups or classes, but between gener- 
ations. Can Ivan trust his nephew, the 
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Russian with American values? 

The results of our poll (based on 
1,000 random calls to PW/ subscrib- 
ers; statistical margin of error plus or 
minus three percent) indicate that 
while Ivan should be able to trust 
Nikita, Nikita should be wary of trust- 
ing lvan. The response to a follow-up 
question, “Should the fans trust 
Ivan?” resulted in a resounding 


Nonetheless, most fans believe 
that if the new Koloff tag team sur- 
vives (and most feel it won't), they 
should have no problem beating the 
Assassins; 67 percent felt confident 
of a Koloff victory. A relatively large 
“undecided” response to the ques- 
tion “Should Nikita have saved Ivan 
at The Clash?” (21 percent) indi- 
cates how wary the fans are of lvan's 


















“No!” turn to good. (1 
Should Nikita trust Should Ivan trust Should the fans trust 
ivan? Nikita? Ivan? 
186 . 188 186 
96 94 99 
B80 88 86 
76 78 78 
5b bb 60 
26 36 28 
48 46 46 
38 38 36 
“dik 2b 26 
16 i6 i 
8 Q° 8 
Yes: 27% Yes: 77% Yes: 22% 
No: 68% a No: 13% No: 73% 
Undecided: 5% na Undecided: 10% Undecided: 5% 
Should Nikita have Will Nikita and Ivan Could that tag team 
saved Ivan at The be able to put aside beat The Russian 
Clash Of Champions? | their past and wrestle] Assassins? 
| as a team? 
i668 _. 166 168 
96 96 98 
86 88 o6 
fal 78 6 
66 68 68 
36 50 36 
46 46 46 
38 36 30 
28 2 Pd 
if 16 16 
A - 6 Q . 
Yes: 45% Hee | Yes: 32% ‘ Yes: 67% = 
No: 34% \ere T No: 65% No: 25% 





Undecided: 21% ~.._| Undecided: 3% Scand Undecided: 8% ~»____ 


SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN “on WORLD 





PWI T-SHIRT ; ome ) A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- PW! BUMPER STICKER 

= iva . screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
litustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes; small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PW T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Onty $7.00. 
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Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PWI ''Skyftyer”’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9'/4 
inches in diameter. Only $5.00 





PWI BUTTON 
The Pro Wraaing lustrated 1608. iS ‘jeproduceds in 7 -dynainie red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (344 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Se = wae So 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 244 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


~ ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT. 

ONE SKYFLYER. TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
wei g BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
: - PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT ' , 
PWISKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 


Oe esto: ~~~«&MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 | 








Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 | 
TV SPORTS i 
q Box 48 

r Rockville Centre, NY 11571 | 
| Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. [ 
—_ — | 
1 NAME _ . | 
re 
: ADDRESS APT | 
ae sage tee ee. 
7 CITY STATE ZIP 
| Minimum order; $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 

| SHIRT SIZE [| Small Lj Medium | |Large | |XLarge Foreign orders mie add $3.00. 
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Honky Tank Man 
Bam Bam Bigelo 
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_ ACTION FIGURES, checked at left as 311.99 


STRIKE FORCE TAG 


? | HART FOUNDATION TAGTEAM 
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WF wW RESTLING RING 
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